McClellan 
Demands 


Harsh B 


By Willard Shelton 

The House Labor Committee 
began drafting a labor-manage- 
ment bill in executive session as 
public hearings, closed with a 
shouting, table-pounding demand 
from Sen. John L. McClellan (D- 
Ark.) for “strengthening” of the 
already stringent Senate-passed 
bill ‘ 


certain to report some bill but the 
* House Democratic leadership did 
pot predict its nature. ; 
Speaker Sam Rayburn (D-Tex.) 
told reporters, “I think we must 
pass, if possible, a bili to stop as 


sible.” Floor amendments. to 
“toughen” any committee bill less 
sweeping than the Senate measure 
presumably will be offered by the 


exn Democrats. 

‘Democrats have a 20-to-10 
margin on the full House com- 
mittee. In subcommittee, two 
Democrats voted with the GOP 
members and one Democrat was 
absent when the group voted 7 to 
6 to shut off hearings June 10 
and move at once to drafting a 
bill. 

McClellan, chairman of the spe- 
cial Senate committee investigating 
labor-management improprieties, 
made a lashing attack on the AFL- 
CIO for denouncing the bill after 
it was saddled with McClellan’s 
own so-called “bill/ of rights.” 

“I Am Disappointed” 
The Arkansas senator, who last 
year said on the Senate floor that 
the far less extreme Kennedy-Ives 
bill would be effective in curbing 
corruption and racketeering, testi- 
fied to two House subcommittees 
sitting jointly that floor amend- 
ments to which the AFL-CIO ob- 
jects had “added muscle.” 
“I am disappointed,” he an- 
nounced, by the AFL-CIO attack 
on the “bill of rights” and other 
floor amendments. “The country 
is disappointed.” 
“To me it is disgusting,” he com- 
plained. 
Without reference to AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany’s testimony 
that the House should write a bill 
to “get crooks,” not unions, Mc- 
Clellan argued that any proposal 
to “weaken” the Senate measure 
should be “rejected.” 

The only section he thought 
might be removed, he said, was 
the section making Taft-Hartley 
Act changes long urged by both 
labor and the Administration and 
supported by the AFL-CIO as 
either relatively non-controver- 
sial or closely related to labor’s 

(Continued on Page 12) 


House Begins Drafting | Lal 


The committee was considered. 


much of this racketeering as pos- : 


anti-union Republicans and south- 
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6 Month Congress Record: 


Major Battles Still Ahead © 


THEIR FACES MIRRORING DELIGHT, 15 da ughters of striking Textile Workers Union of ‘Amer- 
ica members at Harriet-Henderson Cotton Mills, Henderson, N. C., pose happily with white gradua- 
tion dresses, gifts of Ladies’ Garment Workers. Other AFL-CIO affiliates have rallied to the aid of 
TWUA members, contributing $92,000 to special Henderson strike fund. (See story, Page 3) 


Appeals Court Rules: 


Orders Teamsters 


To Obey 


Monitors 


The Teamsters Union, 7 in January 1958 entered a consent 
agreement providing for a board of monitors on the union’s affairs, 


must comply with the monitors’ major “clean-up” recommendations 


the U.S. Court of Appeals has ruled. 
In a decision that was unanimous in most respects, the court 
rejected an appeal challenging the®—— 


authority of District Judge F. Dick- 
inson Letts to order the union to 
obey or otherwise reasonably co- 
operate with the clean-up recom- 
mendations. 

The appellate court held that 
the power of the monitors was 
advisory. only, but that Judge 
Letts, after a hearing, could 
“order” the union to take “any 
mecessary action” to carry out 


lation. 


Unions!” 


AFL-CIO is supporting. 


Meany Alerts Affiliates to 
Honest Reform Bill Drive 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany has alerted all federation 
affiliates and state and central bodies to prepare for a major 
campaign to. secure honest labor-management reform legis- 


First step in the campaign, Meany wired affiliates, will be 
wide distribution of a four-page leaflet “Get Crooks—Not 
outlining the AFL-CIO’s objections to the Senate- 
passed labor bill and detailing the type of legislation the 


Other material is being prepared, Meany said, to aid in the 
campaign to eliminate the restrictive, anti-union amendments 
added to the measure on the Senate floor. 

The full text of the 4-page leaflet will be printed in the June 
20 issue of the AFL-CIO News. Copies are available without 
charge from the AFL-CIO Dept. of Legislation, 815 16th 
Street, N. W., Washington, 6,D.C. 
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directives of the court. Letts has 
consistently upheld most of the 
monitors’ recommendations. 
Refusal to comply with the dis- 
trict court’s orders presumably 
would expose officers of the union, 
described by the appellate court as 
holding office only on a “provision- 
al” basis, to contempt proceedings. 
The Teamsters Union was ex- 
pelled from the AFL-CIO by con- 
vention action in December 1957 
on findings of corruption. 


Hails Decision 

Martin F. O'Donoghue, chair- 
man of the board of monitors who 
sought backing from Judge Letts 
when Teamsters Pres. James R. 
Hoffa last year called for a new 
convention and election to “get rid 
of the monitors,” declared: 

“It is now clear that the district 
court has authority to insist. that 
corruption in the Teamsters be 
wiped out before an election can 
be held. . . . It is clear that the 
board of monitors can go forward 
under the opinion of the court.” 

’ There was no immediate word 
from Hoffa or Edward Bennett 
Williams, general counsel for the 
union, on whether review of the 
appellate court decision would be 
sought in the Supreme Court. 

The Court of Appeals reversed 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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McDonald 
Hits Industry 
‘Blackmail’ 


New York—Steelworkers Pres. 
David J. McDonald has accused the 
basic steel industry of “industrial 
blackmail” in current steel contract 


» | talks here, 


McDonald’s charge came in the 
wake of a statement by the indus- 
try’s top negotiator that the com- 
panies might be willing to modify 
their ““wage-freeze” proposal if the 
USWA would accept elimination or 
revision of certain long-standing job 
practices, 

‘The USWA said the company 
proposals would hit at contractual 
provisions profecting crew sizes, 
work scheduling, seniority, vaca- 
tions, supplemental unemployment 
benefits, incentives, insurance, pen- 
sions, orderly adjustment of griev- 
ances “as well as other provisions 
protecting the workers now con- 
tained in our contracts.” 


McDonald branded -the pro- 
posails “unrealistic and ridicu- 
lous,” charging they would de- 
stroy “the structure of individual 
rights . . . carefully and pains- 
developed under our 

contracts during the past 18 
years.” . 

The indication that the industry 
would abandon its insistance on a 
one-year extension of the current 
contract, due to expire June 30, 
came from U.S. Steel’s R. Conrad 
Cooper, chief spokesman for the 
giant companies. 

At the same time, the industry 
negotiators rejected the USWA’s 
call for an end to joint bargaining 


sessions and a return to separate 


(Continued on page 2) 


Democrats 
Plagued by 
Veto Threat 


By Gene Zack 


The 86th Congress neared the 
end of-six months of sessions with 
action on most social legislation 
still hanging fire, and the Demo- 
cratic leadership showing signs of 
restiveness under constant pound- 
ing from the Administration on 
the themes of “inflation” and 

“spending versus a_ balanced > 
budget.” 

The tension heightened as Pres. 
Eisenhower and other Republican 
leaders openly taunted the Demo- 
crats for the congressional ‘stale- 
mate. Senator Majority Leader 


For an interim report on the 
status of legislation of interest to 
AFL-CIO members, see Box 
Score on Page 5. 


Lyndon B. Johnson (D-Tex.)- 
lashed back with a full-scale pro- 
gram he said Congress would en- 
act to place the issue squarely in 
the President’s lap. 

Johnson and House Speaker Sam 
Rayburn (D-Tex.) have consistent- 
ly sought a middle ground that 
would permit accommodation be- 
tween the predominantly - Demo- 
cratic Congress and the Republican 
Administration. 

With the Democrats shy of the 
two-thirds majority needed to 
override a veto despite lopsided 
control of both House and Sen- 
ate, the leadership has to prune 
back social legislation sufficiently 
to make it more palatable to the 
White-House. 

The Administration, on the oth- 
er hand,. has repeatedly raised the 
warning—through GOP leaders on 
both sides of. Capitol Hill and 
through Cabinet members—that Ei- 
senhower will use his veto weapon 

(Continued on Page 4) 


‘Work’ Law 
Backers Plot 
New Drive 


Kansas City, Mo. — The lav- 
ished-financed lobbyists of the na- 
tionwide campaign to “get and 
keep”* so-called ‘“right-to-work” 
laws licked wounds from the 1958 
election campaigns and mapped 
plans for an expansion of their 
drive to outlaw the union shop at 
a two-day closed-door conference. 

High on the. agenda was one. 
mournful subject—an analysis of 
referendum elections held last No- 
vember in which voters in five out 
of six states rejected R-T-W. 

An effort was made to keep 

the meeting totally secret by list- 

. img the hotel conference room in 
(Continued on Page 12) 
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Falot Backs 
U.S. Aid on : 
Public Health 


The AFL-CIO ‘has declared its | 
support of federal aid to overcome |° 
the critical shortage of trained pub- | § 


lic health personnel. 

Dir. Andrew J. Biemiller of the 
AFL-CIO Dept. of Legislation told 
the’ House Commerce Committee 
that the most striking aspect of the 
public health problem is “how 
much can be done that is not being 
done.” 

‘He endorsed the Public Health 
Training bill introduced. by Rep. 
George M. Rhodes (D-Pa.), saying 
it would go far to remedy the prob- 
lem in aiding the nation’s schools 
of public health. 

He described the public health 
service responsibility in connection 
with contagious disease and threats 
of epidemics, infant and child 
health, chronic diseases, the new 
-dangers of air pollution’ and in- 
creasing use of commercial insecti- 
cides and continuing research and 
education on industrial diseases. 

“Despite all this that needs to 
be done, there are more than 20,- 
000 persons currently employed by 
official. and voluntary health agen- 
cies who have not had adequate 
public health training; over 2,500 
key positions in state and local 
health departments currently vacant 
because trained professional per- 
sonnel are not available to fill them; 
and 6,100 additional trained per- 
sonnel needed to meet the new de- 
mands for service during the next 
five years,” Biemiller added. 

He said the AFL-CIO was 
“alarmed” at findings by the Na- 
tional Conference on Public Health 
that preventive health programs 
are lagging due to the shortage of 
trained personnel. 

Labor also backs federal trainee- 
ship awards and federal grants-in- 
aid’ to ‘states for” health’ ‘training 
purposes, he said. 


Carey Hits GE in 
Bulb Price Boost 


The price of General Electric 
Co. light bulbs will jump from 21 
to 25 cents on July 1 even while 
automation has doubled production 
per employe, said Pres. James B. 
Carey of the Electrical, Radio & 
Machine Workers in supporting 
the O’Mahoney price-notification 
bill. 

Carey challenged the testimony 
of GE Pres. Ralph Cordiner as he 
filed his own statement with a Sen- 
ate Anti-Monopoly subcommittee 
headed by Sen. Estes Kefauver (D- 
Tenn.). 

He criticized what he termed 
Cordiner’s “inaccuracies and mis- 
representations,” particularly the 
statement that GE has a policy ban 
against price-fixing. 


PUERTO RICAN Federal Labor Union 3018, newest AFL-CIO 
affiliate in fast-growing federation on island, recently received its 
charter at ceremonies in San Juan. Left to right: AFL-CIO Reg. 
Dir. Hipolito Marcano; Local 3018 Pres. Raymundo Suarez Lazu; 
and Louis Llorca, ea taaed special representative in charge of 
organizing campaign. 
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ernment bonds. 


Ike Asks Hike in Bond 
Interest, Debt Ceiling 


By Saul Miller 


The tight-money policies enforced by the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration for the past six years have culminated in a presidential 
request for repeal of a 40-year law limiting interest rates on gov- 


In a special message to Congress, Pres. Eisenhower asked for 


percent interest rate limit on mar- 
ketable government bonds, run- 
ning more than five years. 


The President asked Congress 


interest rates on non-marketable 

E and H series savings bonds from 

3.25 percent to 3.75 percent and 

to raise ‘the legal national debt 

ceiling to a permanent $288 billion. 
Battle Looms 

The present debt limit is $283 
billion; the temporary ceiling due 
to expire June 30 is $288 billion. 

The President's proposals 
touched off what may develop 
into a major political battle 
over the issue of repealing the 
interest rate limit on market- 
able bonds, 

Senate Democratic Leader Lyn- 
don Johnson (Tex.) indicated the 
tenor of the opposition to the bond 
limit proposal with the statement: 
“If we can finance two wars—put- 
ting out billions of dollars—a lot 
of people will wonder why it is 
necessary to make the sky the 
limit now on interest rates.” 

There appeared to be little op- 
position to the increase in savings 


bond rates and only the conserva- 


dictional disputes.” 


ganization. 
Schnitzler reported that in 


to the impartial umpire set up 
Of the total, 160 cases were 


in 31 cases, 23 were resolved 


‘cases are pending preliminary 


labor peace.” 


Schnitzler Hails 5 Years 
Of No-Raiding Agreement 


AFL-CIO Sec. Treas. William F. Schnitzler hailed the fifth 
anniversary of the No-Raiding Agreement “as a milestone in 
providing a mature and effective method for handling juris- 


The historic agreement which went into effect on June 9, | 
1954, between the AFL and CIO was a key step in bringing 
about merger of the two organizations on Dec. 5, 1955. The 
No-Raiding Agreement lias been continued im the merged or- 


have been processed under the agreement, of which 68 went 


before a hearing by the umpire. Cole handed down decisions 
‘before a decision and there are 
currently four cases pending before him. An additional nine 


Schnitzler termed the record “highly satisfactory” and prov- 
one seyete te 


the five-year period 214 cases 


under the pact—David L. Cole. 
resolved by the unions involved 


conferences. 


repeal of a 1918 law setting a 4.25%- 


also for legislation to hike the} 


tive Democratic-Old Guard Re- 
publican coalitionists voiced op- 
position to hiking the debt ceiling. 
Discount Rate Up Again 

The Administration proposals 
followed by about a week Federal 
Reserve Board action hiking the 
discount rate—the rate it charges 
member banks for loans—and a 
new high prime interest into 
im commercial banks—the rate 
charged the biggest customers and 
the best credit risks. 

Since 1953 the Administration 
has moved to step up interest rates 
On government loans, loan insur- 
ance programs and bonds, sharply 
increasing the cost of servicing the 
national debt and boosting the cost 
of borrowing money for: houses 
and major consumer purchases. 


Economists haye blamed in 
part this high interest-rate policy 
for bringing on the recessions of 
1954-55 and 1957-58. 


The President told Congress 
that the “artificial ceiling” on mar- 
ketable government bonds makes 
it “virtually impossible to sell bonds 
in the competitive market.” 

Administration Explanation 

Long-term government bonds— 
over five years—are currently 
selling below face value and thus 
boosting the interest yield to in- 
vestors above the 4 or 4.25 per- 
cent rate they carry. This, says 
the Administration, is why the 
ceiling must be removed. 


The recent rise im interest 
rates, the President said, has 
added $500 million to the $8 
billion he estimated in his cur- 
rent budget that the government 
would have to pay in interest 
on the national debt. Economists 
noted that repealing the bond 
interest ceiling could add more 
scores or hundreds of millions to 
this cost. 

The Administration proposal on 
E and H series savings bonds 
would make. the new 3.75 percent 
rate applicable to bonds sold after 
June 1, 1959, and would improve 
interest rates on all bonds out- 
standing and continued to be held. 

The proposal extended also to 

“improved extension terms” for 
outstanding Series E bonds when 


‘workweek and additional overtime 


|ment in the job situation—the sea- 


‘Unusually’ Large Pickup 


Jobs at t Record High, 


Idle Decline in May 


The number of unemployed dropped 240,000 in May, the gov- 
ernment reported, paced by the recall of factory workérs, while an 


unusually large pickup in non-farm jobs and a seasonal rise in agri- . 


culture pushed employment to a new monthly record of 66 million. 
The drop in unemployment to 3.4 million was accompanied by 


an increase in the workweek to® 
40.5 hours in May. The longer 


in manufacturing sent factory work- 
ers’ average weekly earnings to 
| $90. 32 for the month—first time 
ithe figure has exceeded $90. 
Despite the general improve- 


sonally adjusted rate of unemploy- 
|ment dropped to 4.9 percent— 
' there were several factors causing 
concern for the rest of the year: 

May unemployment, while 1.5 
million below the level of a year 
ago, was 700,000 higher than in 
“May 1957. 

The number of persons unem- 
ployed 15 weeks or longer dropped 
to 1.1 million in May but consti- 
tuted one out of every three per- 
sons unemployed. 

There were 1.2 million part-time 
workers in May who reported usu- 
ally working less than 35 hours be- 
cause of “economic” reasons. These 
were persons who could find only 
part-time work upon entering the 
labor force or after losing their 
regular jobs. 

Factory Jobs Rise 

The government report showed 
that factory employment rose by 
100,000 to 16.1 million in May in 
contrast to a slight seasonal drop 
normally expected at this time of 


year. The report said that “virtu- 
ally every major industry group re- 
ported a better thaf seasonal rise.” 


Construction employment rose 


by 180,000 over the month and 
transportation jobs showed a better 
than seasonal gain in May. 


5 Non-Farm Jobs 
The number of non-farm jobs 


rose to 52 million in May, about 2 
million higher than the recession 
level of a year ago. More than 
half the gain over the year, said the 
report, was in manufacturing with 
most of it in durable goods indus- 
tries. 


The drop in the seasonally ad- 
justed rate of unemployment to 
4.9 percent was the first time 
since November 1957 that it has 
moved below 5 percent. In May 
1957, prior to the recession, the 
rate was 4.1 percent. 


The government report noted that 


the 240,000 drop in unemployment 
was a better than seasonal improv- 
ment because normally joblessnesa 
“does not change significantly at 
this time of year.’ 


Insured unemployment under 


regular state programs dropped by 
300,000 from April to 1.5 million, 
An estimated 145,000 persons ex- 
hausted their regular benefits. 


McDonald Hits Steel 
Industry ‘Blackmail’ 


(Continued-from Page 1) 
bargaining. McDonald had called 
for individual bargaining after ac- 
cusing management of blockading 
tactics in joint sessions and of 
“doing everything in its power to 
foment a work stoppage” this sum- 
mer. 

The union promptly threatened 
“legal action” against the 12 major 
producers if they fail to show up 
for the separate bargaining sessions 
on June 18. 

With less than three weeks left 
before the contract expiration 
deadline, the USWA stepped up 
the tempo of its drive to reach 
agreement. The union summoned 
its 171-member Wage Policy 
Committee into an all-day ses- 
sion here June 12 to discuss the 
deadlock. . 

McDonald emphasized that the 
USWA is “flexible” in its demands 
for a broad range of contract im- 
provements for its half - million 
members in the industry. The un- 
ion is seeking wage increases, cost- 
of-living adjustments, improved 
supplemental unemployment bene- 
fit improvements, and a shorter 
workweek or longer vacations to 
spread the work. 

Meanwhile, both MeDonald and 


Labor Represented 
At Civil Rights Meet 

Four representatives of organ- 
ized labor attended the National 
Conference of State Advisory Com- 
mittee Delegates of the U. S. Com- 
mission on Civil Rights held re- 
cently in Washington. 

They were Boris Shishkin, di- 
rector of the AFL-CIO Dept. of 
Civil Rights; Press Miles C. Stanley 
of the West Virginia AFL-CIO; 
Gen. Vice Pres. John A. Despol of 
the California AFL-CIO and Mor- 
ris Riger, chairman of the Civil 
Rights Committee of the Cleveland 
AFL-CIO. All are members of 
their respective state advisory 


they mature. 


groups, 


U.S. Steel Board Chairman Roger 
Blough agreed:to meet Democratic 
members of the Senate at consecu- 
tive off-the-récord dinner meetings 
in Washington June 15 and 22, Te 
spectively. 


Manufacturer 
In Drive on 


Union Label 


A manufacturing concern in a 
southern “right-to-work” state is 
busy conducting a one-man “hide- 
the-union-label” campaign. 

This, became known recently 
when a reputable social welfare 
agency mailed out thousands of 
copies of a pamphlet on its aims 
and programs which bore the un 
ion label. 

The Old Dominion Box Co. 
Charlotte, N. C., returned the 
pamphlet to the agency. The un- 
ion label had been circled, and at- 
tached was a printed form charg- 
ing: 

“This is a union label. 

“It is one of the union leaders’ 
coercive tools used in their efforts 
to help bring about compulsory 
unionism. 

“We believe every man should 
be free to choose whether or not 
he wants to be a member of the 
union. 

“Therefore we object to your 
use of this discriminatory label. 

“Tell your printer to omit the 
label on future jobs. 

“Print it anywhere—but please 
do not use the label. 

“We cannot with clear con 
science do business with you or 
support your cause as long as you 
continue to use the label.~ 

THe president of the box com- 
pany is E. S. Dillard, a former 
chairman of the ‘National Right-to- 
Work Committee and now a.,mem- 


ber of its board. 
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I" ’ MeClellan Committee Acts: 


‘June 17 Set as Date for 


Anti-Union Violence Probe 


The McClellan special Senate committee will open hearings June 17 into charges by the Textile 


' Workers Union of America of a growing pattern of anti-union violence in the South. 


The hearings are dué to deal, in particular, with the union’s six-month-old strike against the Har- 
riet-Henderson Cotton Mills, Henderson, N. C., where TWUA Vice Pres. Boyd E. Payton was dragged 


from his motel room and beaten 


_by thugs last Feb 24. 


Robert F. Kennedy, chief coun-‘® 
sel for the committee headed by 
Sen. John L. McClellan (D-Ark.), 
said about a dozen witnesses 
would be called, including Officials 
of the ‘TWUA and the company. 

The committee is also - sched- 
uled to dig into the Feb.-11°beat- 
ing of Robert D. Beame, a Hosiery 
Workers organizer; in Franklin, 
N. C., while conducting an or- 
ganizing campaign at the Franklin 
Hosiery Co., a subsidiary of Bur- 
lington Mills. Although the North 
Carolina State Bureau of Investiga- 
tion obtained a signed confession 
from one of the thugs who at- 
tacked Beame, a Franklin grand 
jury failed to return an indictment. 

There was no immediate in- 
dication that the committee 
would go into last month’s beat- 
ing and knifing of two TWUA 
field’ representatives — Frank 
Barker and Frank Chupka—in 

. Fitzgerald, Ga., during a strike 
against the Fitzgerald Mills Corp. 

In Henderson, whére National 
Guard troops. patrol the commu- 
nity, the ranks of the striking mem- 
bers of Locals 578 and 584 held 
firm, despite the company’s return 
to near-normal production with 
three shifts of strikebreakers, and 


mounting court action against un- 
ionists allegedly involved in _Pick- 
eting disorders. 


Local President Jailed 

Pres. M. L. Jackson of TWUA 
Local 584 drew a five-day jail sen- 
tence after being convicted of as- 
sault, personal injury and “con- 
spiracy to commit a misdemeanor.” 
Hundreds of strikers lined up, in 
front of the jail to welcome Jack- 

son after he completed the term. 

‘ Scores of other unionists ‘are 
presently out on bail appealing 
stiff jail or road-gang sentences, 
coupled with heavy fines, imposed 
by a special jurist imported to 
speed up cases of alleged disor- 
ders in Henderson. 

Public records show that the 
court, with the son of the mill’s 
general counsel acting as special 
prosecutor, has dealt out heavier 
sentences against unionists than 
against scabs. 

The warm hand of brother- 
hood, meanwhile, stretched out . 
from scores of AFL-CIO na- 
tional and international unions 
to support the 1,100 strikers and 
their families who have been 
without jobs or regular income 
since Nov. 17, 1958, when a 


Rubber Workers Win 
54-Day Goodrich Strike 


Akron, ©O.—Fourteen thousand Rubber Workers have won 
major improvements in pensions, insurance, working conditions and 
supplemental unemployment benefits after a record ‘54-day strike 


against the B. F. Goodrich Co. 


Still unsettled, as the AFL-CIO News went to press, was a strike 


by more than 17,000 URW mem-®— 


bers against the Firestone Tire & 


‘Rubber Co. 


URW Pres. L. S. Buckmaster 
credited “sacrifices” by members 
who manned the picket lines in 


News!—Airline 
Likes National 
Health Plan 


New York—The Newsletter of 
the PanAm Management Club of 
New York, the voice of the upper 
echelon of the men who run Pan 
American World Airways, has 
made news in the same way as 
the man who bit the dog. 

Some kind—very kind, in fact 
—words about national-health in- 
surance appeared in a recent is- 
sue of the publication. 

The article took off on the basis 
of the fact that Blue Cross-Blue 
Shield, on a month’s notice, with- 
drew its coverage of PanAm em- 
ployes in Miami, Fla., because of 
the number of claims. 

“In England, the National Health 
Plan in effect for many years has 
raised the national health’ bere 
above that of any country,” 
Newsletter continues. 

“Though fraught with minor 
complaints, it assures free medical 
care and needed surgery to any 
one, with all costs fully covered 
by the payments extracted by the 
government out of each paycheck, 
as are our hospital plan payments. 

“There is something definite- 
ly wrong with a plan such as 
ours when the most advaiiced 


' civilization and country in the 


world must flush charity and 
contributions toward financing 
the cost of medical care and 
treatment .. .” 


the longest strike in the union’s 
history against a major rubber 
manufacturer with making possible 
a settlement providing: 

~ @ An increase in ‘the formula 
for computing normal pension 
benefits from the previous $1.80 a 
month for each year of service 
up to 30 years to $2.40 a month 
for each year of service prior to 
Jan. 1, 1959, and $2.50 a month 
for each year thereafter, with no 
ceiling on years of service. 

@ Recomputation of the pen- 
sions of those already on the re- 
tirement rolls on the basis of 
$2.25 a month for each year of 
service. 

@ No reduction in pensions 
based on social security benefits. 

@ Optional retirement at age 
55 after 20 years of service. 

@ Improvements in the incen- 
tive system and procedures for es- 
tablishing piece-work rates. 

@ Union-requested changes in 
the supplemental employment. bene- 
fit program which will enable laid- 
off workers to receive up to 65 
percent of normal pay, including 
unemployment compensation. 

An uninterrupted 24-hour ~bar- 
gaining session brought final agree- 
ment on the strike settlement. Un- 
ion members were called back to 
work immediately, although the 
‘contract is still subject to ratifica- 
tion by local unions involved. 

Pensions, fringe benefits and 
working conditions were the only 
issues involved in the strike. Wage 
rates at Goodrich and other major 
companies are covered by sepa- 
rate agreements up for reopening 
this summer. : 

The URW policy committee, 
representing more than 400 local 
unions, met in Chicago June -410- 
11 to draw up a program for the 
forthcoming wage negotiations. 


-|Cutters conference, 


‘union offer to renew the previous 
contract without, change was met 
with management’s stubborn in- 
sistence on knocking out a 14- 
year-old arbitration clause and 
the. inclusion of a  no-strike 
clause. 


Shoring up the TWUA’s finan- 
cial support of the strikers, a score | 


of AFL-CIO unions sent checks 
to a Henderson strike fund which 


the TWUA had established with |! 


an initial contribution of $100,000. 

In another gesture of brother- 
hood—one which brought warm 
smiles of delight to the faces of 
the beleaguered unionists in Hen- 
derson — the Ladies’ Garment 
Workers donated new dresses for 
the 15 daughters of strikers -g 
uating this month. 


Contributors Listed 

Sending contributions to aid the 
strikers, who have endured more 
than six payless months in their 
struggle to preserve: their union, 
were: 

AFL-CIO Industrial Union 
Dept., Auto Workers, Steelwork- 
ers, Brewery Workers, Clothing 
Workers, Communications Work- 
ers, Intl. Brotherhood of Electri- 
cal Workers, Hotel & Restaurant 
Workers, Utility Workers, Amer- 
ican Newspaper Guild, Elevator 
Constructors, Glove Workers, Ho- 
siery Workers. 

Also, Machinists, Maritime Un- 
ion, Office Employes, Packinghouse 
Workers, Pulp-Sulphite, United 
Shoe Workers, Tobacco Workers, 
and the Electrical, Radio & Ma- 
chine Workers, as well as scores 
of locals of the TWUA across the 
country. — 


Meat Packing 


Unions to Ask 
Higher Wages 


- Chicago—Two AFL-CIO unions 
will seek substantial wage increases 
in negotiations this summer with the 
meat packing industry, basing their 


-|case on the “immense rise” in pro- 


ductivity. 

Meeting here separately, policy 
conferences of the Packinghouse 
Workers and the Meat Cutters re- 
viewed the industry’s record of pro- 
ducing more with fewer workers 
and staked out labor’s claim to a 
“reasonable share” of the gains ac- 


‘| cruing to the industry. 


AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler, addressing the Meat 
pledged the 
“full support” of the labor move- 
ment in the forthcoming negoti- 
ations. He emphasized the serious- 
ness of the loss of jobs resulting 
from productivity gains and warned 
that 700,000 workers face unem- 
ployment in 1959 because of. in- 
creased productivity in various in- 
dustries. 


The 500 delegates to the 
Packinghouse Workers confer- 
ence emphasized the need for “a 
shortened workweek” immedi- 
ately and a 30-hour week “with- 
in the predictable future,” in ad- 
dition to wage increases. 


Communications Workers Pres. 
Joseph A. Beirne, addressing the 
UPWA conference, denounced the 
“big business propaganda” that “it 
is traitorous to ask for a wage in- 
crease.” He said the real problem 


Lis “the lost billions of productivity 


caused by unemployment.” 


connate cener enema nents 


settlement. 
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A VISITING AFRICAN trade union leader, Gen. Sec. Tom 
Mboya of the Kenya Federation of Labor, joins the picket line 
of New York hospital workers striking for union recognition. 
right is Pres. Leon J. Davis of Local 1199, Retail, Wholesale & 
Dept. Store Union, which represents the strikers. 


Mediators Submit Plan 
For Hospital Settlement 


New York—Representatives of seven private, non-profit hospitals 
here and the union representing their striking workers were sched- 
uled to meet with Mayor Robert F. Wagner on the 10-point 
recommendations of a special mediation panel as a basis for 


At 


recognition spread to a seventh 
hospital — Flower-Fifth Ave.—a 
few days before the mediation re- 
port. It was part of a tremendous 
upsurge in hospital organization 
which has seen, within the past two 
weeks, seven proprietary (private- 
ly-owned, profit-making) hospitals 
recognize a union and eight others 
“take under consideration” re- 
quests for union recognition. 


The striking workers are repre- 
sented by Local 1199, Retail, 


| Wholesale & Department Store Un- 
The proprietary hospitals |: 


ion. 
signed union agreements with 
Building Service Employes Local 
144, 

While proprietary hospitals are 
required by law to engage in col- 
lective bargaining, the non-profit 
hospitals have no legal obligation 
to do so—and the struck institu- 
tions have declared flatly they will 
not recognize or negotiate with a 
union. 

The mediation panel, Chair-. 
man William H. Davis told 
newsmen, tried to meet the hos- 
pital’s objections by avoiding 
what he called “fighting words” 
such as “union recognition” and 
“collective bargaining.” 

The mediators proposed a two- 
year agreement providing for a 
grievance procedure, under which 
workers could choose their repre- 
Sentative, with abitration as a final 


strike, against Ford in Canton, O. 
—came on a company appeal from 
a Michigan Supreme Court rul- 
ing that the idled workers were en- 
titled to jobless benefits. 

The Supreme Court held, in a 
brief court order, that Ford’s ap- 
peal raised no substantial federal 
question. In effect, this left the 
determination of eligibility for un- 
employment compensation in state 
hands, . 


The five-week strike for union® 


ep except in cases involving “‘pro- 
fessional competence” and “con- 
duct of an employe towards pa- 
tients.” 

Proposals on wages, working 
conditions and other benefits could 
be made to the hospital manage- 
ment under what the mediators 
termed “collective negotiations” but 
the union would be prohibited from 
strikes for two years. 

Both the union and the hospitals 
have sought further clarification of 
the mediation proposal. 


Ask Probe of Clubbings 

Sixty-four prominent New York- 
ers who have formed a Committee 
for a Just Settlement of the Hos- 
pital Strike called for an investiga- 
tion of the clubbing of unarmed 
strikers who had been picketing the 
graduation ceremonies of the New 
York Medical College which oper- 
ates the struck Flower-Fifth Ave. 
Hospital. 

The pickets, who were met by 
nightstick- swinging policemen, 
carried signs reading: “We Can’t 

~ Send Our Kids to College on $34 
a Week.” 

Coniributions of food, clothing 
and money from New York’s mil- 
lion-member trade union move- 
ment, channeled through the New 
York City AFL-CIO, kept strikers’ 
morale high. Members of scores 
of unions have also marched on 
the picket lines. 


High Court Upholds 
Jobless Pay Rights 


The U.S. Supreme Court has upheld the right of a state to pay 
unemployment compensation benefits to workers idled by a strike 
at an out-of-state plant owned by their employer. 

The high court’s action—in a case involving 11,000 members of 
the Auto Workers at three Detroit plants of the Ford Motor Co., 


thrown out of work in 1953 by a® 


In January, the Michigan court 
reversed an 18-year-old precedent 
on the question of what constitutes 
an “integrated” --manufacturing 
plant. Back in 1941, in the case 
of a work stoppage at Chrysler in 
Detroit, the court had denied com- 
pensation to workers idled at other 
Chrysler plants in the state. The 
court held that this precedent 
should not have been applied over 
the years to out-of-state plants. 
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Meany Backs | | 
Refugee Aid 
For Tibetans 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
has agreed to serve, as a repre- 
sentative of labor, as a sponsor of 
_ the American Emergency Commit- 

tee for Tibetan Refugees, Inc., or- 
ganized to help relieve the plight 
of Tibetans driven from their own 
country into India by Communist 
China’s brutal repression of their 
revolution. 

Well over 10,000 refugees have 
made their way through jungles 
and over high mountain passes to 
the Indian border towns of Mis- 
sarami and Tezpur, where the 
main refugee camps are main- 
tained, and more are-coming stead- 
ily. Some 8,000 Tibetans had ob- 
tained refuge in India before the 
revolution as the result of years of 
opposition to Communist rule. 


Lowell Thomas Chairman 

Lowell Thomas, radio and tele- 
vision broadcaster who has visited 
Tibet, is chairman of the commit- 
tee, with Dr. B. A. Garside as ex- 
ecutive vice chairman. Vice chair- 
men are Supreme Court Justice 
William O. Douglas, Rep. Walter 
H. Judd (R-Minn.), D. Magnus I. 
Gregersen and Joseph C. Grew, 
former ambassador to Japan. 

The committee has already 
raised about $150,000 and has 
been promised $700,000 worth of 
drugs. Food and clothing are bad- 
ly needed, as well as medicines, 
since many of the refugees were 
wounded and all are affected to 
some degree by changes in altitude 
and climate. 

The committee works closely 
with the Central Committee for 
Tibetan Relief in India. Contri- 
butions may be sent to it at 420 
Lexington Ave., New York, N. Y. 


‘bet Gert jf with the Job 


¢ 


Labor Asks 


Changes in 


California ‘Reform’ Bill 


Sacramento, Calif.—The State AFL-CIO has urged amendment 
of Gov. Edmund G: (Pat) Brown’s labor-management reform bill 
in light of the pigeonholing of a companion measure bitterly opposed 
by California’s powerful farm lobby. 

The two bills, Executive Sec.-Treas. C. J. Haggerty of the State 


AFL-CIO declared, had been con-°— 


sidered by labor “as an: integral 
part” of the same package. 
Labor’s earlier support of the 
regulatory labor-management leg- 
islation, he said, had been based 
on the assumption that the legis- 
lature would also enact Brown’s 
proposals for setting up machinery 
for union representation elections 
in.intrastate commerce, repeal of 
the state’s anti-labor jurisdictional 


AFL-CIO Laundry 
Union Wins 2 Votes 


The AFL-CIO Laundry & Dry Cleaning Intl. Uniorm has scored 
two more significant victories over the expelled Laundry Workers’ 


Intl. Union. 


‘In Oakland, Calif., Local 2 hafted a raid on its membership by 
winning a National Labor Relations Board election by a 61-to-20 


margin. 

In the Cincinnati, O., area, Lo- 
cal 248 climaxed an eight-month 
drive to win 1,000 members for- 
merly affiliated with the expelled 
union by winning an NLRB elec- 
tion at Standard Overall Co., Nor- 
' wood, O., by a margin of 215 
to 14. 


The expelled international cam- 
paigned for almost a full year in 
Oakland to regain a foothold in 
the Alameda County area. Its or- 
ganizers concentrated on workers 
employed in the 12 plants com- 


Harold H. Clark 
Of Typos Dies 


Indianapolis—Harold H. Clark, 
54, former vice president of the 
Typographical Union, died June 
5 after a long illness. 

Clark was ITU vice president 
under.former Pres. Woodruff Ran- 
dolph from 1950 to 1958, and un- 
til his illness was an assistant to 
the union’s current president, 
Elmer Brown. 

The union official began his ca- 
reer as a printer in Ohio, first join- 
ing the ITU in Toledo in 1929. He 
later became president of the Co- 
lumbus local. 

He is survived by his widow, 
four sons and two daughters. 


'| prising the East Bay Chinese Laun- 


dry Owners’ Association. 

AFL-CIO Local 2 consented to 
the NLRB election. The Central 
Labor Council of Alameda County 
threw its full support behind Lo- 
cal 2. Russell Crowell, vice-presi- 
dent of the Laundry & Dry Clean- 
ing Intl. Union, is president of 
the Central Labor Council. 

The overall result in three elec- 
tions in the Cincinnati area has 
now produced 825 votes for AFL- 
CIO Local 248, against 124 fdr 
the expelled union. 

The rout prompted the Cincin- 
nati members to file suit in Hamil- 
ton County demanding eviction of 
the ousted union from its 3-story 
headquarters. 

AFL-CIO Assistant Reg. Dir. 
William Kircher directed the drive 
against the former union in co- 
operation with Intl. Rep. Florence 
Smith. — 

Negotiation of a new contract 
with the Laundry Owners Associa- 
tion of Greater Cincinnati is now 
under way, with Intl. Pres. Winfield 
S. Chasmar conducting the con- 
tract talks. 

In another dicdlnnatent, the 
AFL-CIO union was selected as 
the bargaining agent by employes 
of, Quality Laundry & Dry Clean- 
ers, Madison, Wis., by a vote of 
66 to 3. The poll was conducted 
by the Wisconsin Employment Re- 
lations Board, ‘ 


strike act and the creation of sub- 
stitute procedures ffor settling 
jurisdictional disputes. 

Haggerty endorsed two amend- 
ments to the Senate-passed “re- 
form” bill which were inserted by 
an Assembly committee after the 
labor representation bill was killed. 


The amendments, which Hag- 
gerty said are essential, would 
‘repeal both the jurisdictional 
strike act, which permits the use 
of injunctions in labor disputes, 
and the hot cargo and secondary 
boycott law. 

Brown has indicated opposition 
to the labor-backed amendments. 
With the legislature scheduled to 
adjourn on June 19, it appeared 
to be a tossup whether final ac- 
tion could be obtained. The reg- 


ulatory provisioas of the reform 
bill would remain in effect until 


the enactment of federal labor- |- 


management legislation, if any. 


Farm Lobby Kills Bill 

By voting to pigeonhole the 
House-passed labor representation 
bill, thes Senate Labor Committee 
again bowed to the combination 
of powerful farm organizations and 
business groups which earlier had 
blocked action on a state minimum 
wage bill. 

Even though only a compara- 
tively small number of agricul- 
tural workers would have been 
covered by collective bargaining 
provisions of the law (since most 
California farms are involved in 
interstate commerce), more than 
1,000 farmers crowded into the 
Senate committee hearings and 
cheered, whistled and applauded 
as the committee, by voice vote, 
tabled the legislation. 


Air Dispatchers 
Win 3-Day Strike 


San Francisco—The Air Line 
Dispatchers have won a three-day 
strike against Pacific Airlines called 
to protect a seven-year-old senior- 
ity clause against management ef- 
forts to water it down. 

The 22-month contract which 
ended the brief walkout also pro- 


vided the seven dispatchers with, 
"| pay boosts of $25 a month. 


» (Continued from Page 1) 

on any domestic legislation he feels 
might do violence to-his two pet 
theories: the need for preserving 
the precariously-balanced $77 bil- 
lion budget for fiscal 1960, and the 


‘| “states’ rights” posture of the Re- 


publican Old Guard. 
Airport, Housing Bills Pend 


-On two measures—airport and 
housing legislation — both houses 
have passed separate bills carrying 
substantially higher price tags than 
Eisenhower’s recommendations. 
But in both cases, the measures 
continue to languish in conference 
committees and have not yet bees 
sent to the ‘President. 

“The conflict between the White 
House and Congress has centered 
recently in sharp Senate criticism 


_|of presidential appointees. 


Included was the famous clash 
between Sen. Wayne Morse (D- 
Ore.) and Claire Booth Luce, Ei- 
senhower’s choice for ambassador 
to Brazil. The Senate confirmed 


“Mrs. Luce, but she withdrew after 


conferring with the President. 

The other battle involved the 
nomination of Adm. Louis L. 
Strauss, former Atomic Energy 
Commission chairman, to the key 
cabinet post of secretary of com- 
merce. 
strong and protracted question- 
ing in the Senate Commerce 
Committee over his role in the 
Dixon- Yates controversy. 

A full-blown Senate floor debate 

is now raging over his confirmation 
in the wake of committee approval 
by a 9-8 vote, with the outcome 
considered in doubt. 
Both houses have worked hard 
on the usual departmental appro- 
priations, and committee hearings 
have been extensive in the area of 
social, labor and welfare legislation. 
Much of the work nevertheless 
remains to be done before Con- 
gress ends what may be an unusu- 
ally long session. 


Depleted GOP Ranks Firm 
With the depleted Republican 
ranks holding more solidly the 
Democratic leadership has been 
checked on one or both sides of 
Capitol Hill on measures dealing 
with civil rights, area redevelopment, 
unemployment compensation, aid- 
to-education and minimum wage. 

Republican liberals, who in’ 
the past have given some support 
to Democratic drives for key leg- 
islation, have shown a tendency 
to move toward solid emt -line 
votes. 

In the heated Senate debate over 
labor legislation, 32 of the Senate’s 
34 Republicans joined conservative 
Southern Democrats to saddle the 
Kennedy-Ervin bill with the anti- 
labor provisions of the so-called 
“bill of rights” amendment offered 
by Sen. John L. McClellan (D- 
Ark.). 

On area redevelopment legisla- 
tion, despite Senate Banking Com- 
mittee action in cutting the bill’s 
money provisions drastically, all 
but four GOP liberals voted against 
the measure. The bill passed by a 
49-46 margin, and the closeness of 
the vote brought the customary 
predictions of a white House veto. 

The difficulties faced by the 

Democratic leadership led Sen. 

Thruston B. Morton (R-Ky.), 
‘chairman of the Republican Na- 

tional Committee to pin a “won’t- 

do” tag on Congress. It was ap- 
parently <n attempt to parallel 

Pres. Truman’s famous “do- 

nothing” designation hung on the 

Republican 80th Congress in his 

successful 1948 fight for re-elec- 

tion, 

Morton’s attack echoed other 


GOP congressional leaders, whose 


Strauss was subjected to | 


‘Ike Veto Stalls Bills 
On Domestic Front 


drumfite of criticism against the 
Democrats is keyed to the charge 
that Democrats favor “runaway jin- 
flation” while Republicans, through 
a balanced budget, are the custo. 
dians. of “fiscal responsibility.” 


- Ike Widens Breach 


Eisenhower at a $100-a-plate 


GOP» fund-raising dinner in Wash- 
ington visibly widened the breach 
between the White House and Con- 
gress by satire on the stalemate 
on Capitol Hill. 

“Except for the support of 
some discerning Democrats,” 
said the President, “it is the Re- 
publican Party that fights for re- 
sponsible, sensible, fiscal power in 


Leedom Hits Report, 
Charge Not Denied 


Chairman Boyd Leedom of 
the National Labor Relations 
Board, stung by the face-to- 
face “secrecy” charge of Rep. 
Roman C. Pucinski (D-IL), 
accused a newspaper of “yel- 

-low journalism” in printing a 
report highly critical of the 
NLRB. | 

Leedom did not dispute the 
facts and findings contained 
in an exclusive story by Carle- 
ton Kent of the Chicago Sun- 
Times, reported also in last 
week’s AFL-CIO News. 

Pucinski accused Leedom 

“sitting on” the report 


since Jan. 15, 


government, as urged in the rec. 
ommendations of the Adminis. 

tration.” , 

Of the GOP minority he 
claimed: “Never have so few 
done so much for the country.” 
Of the Democrats he said: “Ney- 
er have so many done so little.” 

Stung by the taunts, Johnsoa 
promptly accused the GOP of “po- 
litical bunk” and charged them 
with seeking to “sabotage” Con 
gress for political gain in the 1960 
presidential elections. 

After a meeting of the Senate 
Democratic Policy Committee, 
Johnson said he could “foresee” the 
following action by Congress for 
the rest of 1959 and 1960: 

@ Passage of a civil rights bill 
“which will appeal to free men who 
wish to make progress rather thaa 
make an issue.” 

@ Extension of the multi-billion 
dollar program under which agri 
cultural surpluses are sold abroad. 

@ A “general revision” of the 
farm program. 

®@ Revision of the debt limit as 
requested by the President. In this 
regard he noted that while Eisen- 
hower attacks the Democrats om 
the “spending” issue, the President 
advocates “raising the debt ceiling 
to almost an all-time high” and ad- 
vocates “the sky’s the limit so far 
as interest rates are concerned.” 

@ An aid-to-education bill. 

-@ A revision of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. 

@ Revision of the ungialcil 
ment compensation system. 

@ Legislation covering financing 
of the Tennessee Valley Authority. 


4,200 IUE Members 
Get 18-Cent Package 


Newark, N. J.—Some 4,200 
members of the Electrical, Radio 
& Machine Workers in the New 
York area have won an 18-cent 
package from the Otis Elevator Co. 

The Otis workers, 
average $2.69 an hour, ratified the 
new two-year contract at meetings 


in Harrison, N. J., and veal 


N.Y, 
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LADOR-MANAGEMENT 1 en tae Bills to uae 
internal union affairs, require union and employer reports 
on financial and other matters and impose new bans on 
secondary boycotts and organizational picketing. 


HOUSING: Multi-billion dollar federal housing program, 


jncluding urban renewal, public housing, aids for coopera- 
tive bousing and housing for the elderly, offered in both 
houses. Administration plan is timid, restrictive. 


AREA REDEVELOPMENT: Major bills propose $390 
million federal program of loans and grants to aid chroni- 
cally depressed areas. Administration bill calls for only 
a token program. 


UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION: Basic reform 
sought to set federal standards guaranteeing each worker 

unemployment benefits for 39 weeks equal to 50 percent 
of his average Weekly wage, to a maximum of two-thirds 
of the state’s average weekly wage. Administration opposed 
federal standards. : 


TEMPORARY UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION: 
Proposals to extend benefits to only about 325,000 draw- 
ing temporary benefits as of Mar. 31. 


MINIMUM WAGE: Urgent need to extend protection of 
Fair Labor Standards Act to millions not now covered, to 
increase the minimum wage to $1.25 an hour from the 
present $1. Administration proposes no increase in mini- 
mum, extension of coverage to only 2. 5 million more 
workers. 


EDUCATION: Problem is to provide substantial program 
of federal grants to states for school construction and 
teachers’ salary increases. Administration has proposed 
inadequate program to help — float bond issues. 


CIVIL RIGHTS: Measures filed to strengthen insthonity 
of federal government to protect the civil rights of all 
citizens, and to affirm Supreme Court desegregation deci- 
sions. More tentative proposals are offered by Adminis- 
tration and Sen. Lyndon Johnson (D-Tex.). 
TAFT-HARTLEY: Several bills have been introduced to 
make el revisions. 


SOCIAL SECURITY: To expand social security program 
to make hospital care and nursing home service available 
to social security: beneficiaries. 


SUPREME COURT: Several bills have been introduced 
to limit the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and to 
change the interpretation of federal legislation. 


ATOMIC ENERGY: To accelerate and expand U.S. pro- 
gram of atomic power plant construction. Administra- 
tion has proposed an inadequate program. 


RAILROAD PENSIONS, UNEMPLOYMENT COM- 
PENSATION: Delayed and much-needed increases in pen- 
sions and unemployment benefits for rail workers. 


TVA SELF-FINANCING: Plan offered to permit sale of 


bonds to finance construction needed to avert power short- ~ 


age and to prevent destruction of TVA. 


PUBLIC WORKS: Bills offered to make federal grants 
for airport construction and to provide loans to-communi- 
ties for construction of public facilities. 


TAXES: Various measures pending to close tax loopholes 
and require withholding taxes on dividend and interest 
payments. Other bills offered to assist special-privilege 
groups. 


DAVIS-BACON PRINCIPLE: Important new bill pro- 
posed to extend provisions of Davis-Bacon prevailing wage 
law to include fringe benefits. 


, 


MUTUAL SECURITY: Bill filed to continue the mutual 
security program for technical assistance, economic and 
military aid to other countries. 


FEDERAL EMPLOYE HEALTH INSURANCE: To pro- 
Vide prepaid health benefits for active and retired federal 
employes. 

AID TO COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH PLANS: Pro- 
Posal filed to provide federal aid to consumer-sponsored 
direct service health plans for needed physical facilities. 


FEDERAL AID TO MEDICAL EDUCATION: To pro- 


Vide grants to schools training medical and related per- 
sonnel. 


IMMIGRATION: Bills pending to abolish national origins 


ystem, admit 250,000 immigrants annually. 


SENATE FILIBUSTER RULE: To modify cloture rule 
© permit a majority of the Senate to limit debate. 


RADIATION HAZARDS: To set: federal safety’ stand- 
ads and federal workmen’s compensation standards for 
Wlomic energy workers, 


t 


el Box Score of the 86th Congress _ 


AFL-CIO POSITION 


Urges adoption of true anti-corruption legislation to ' 

“get crooks, not untions;” opposes Senate-passed S. 1555 
as anti-labor because of amendments added on Senate 
floor. 


Supports enactment of Sparkman-Rains bill, S. 57, with - 
best features of differing Senate and House versions. 


Wactadive Council calls for adoption of Douglas-Cooper : 


bill, S. 722, pe: | broad program. 


‘ 


Executive Council urges passage of Karsten-Mach- 
rowicz-Kennedy-Case (N. J.)-McCarthy bill (H.R. 3547, 
S. 791). 


Pres. George Meany said this bill, H.R. 5640, “would 
do nothing to correct the basic weaknesses in our pres- 
ent unemployment imsurance system.” - 


Executive Council supports Kennedy-Morse-Roosevelt 


bill (S. 1046, H.R. 4488), to cover 8 million workers, 


raise minimum. 


Executive Council calls for passage of Murray-Metcalf 
Bill (S. 2, H.R. 22), which would eventually provide 
$4.7 billion in federal grants annually. 


Douglas-Celler bill (S. 810, H.R. 3147) “déserves . . . 
the support of all who truly believe in reinforcing our 
cherished constitutional freedoms,” Executive Council 
says. ' 


Vigorous fight planned for legislation repealing Sec. 14 
(b), which permits states to enact so-called “right-to- 
work laws,” and for other basic modifications. 


Executive Council urges action on Forand bill, H.R. 
4700, needed to provide adequate health care for older 
people and widows. 


Strongly opposes efforts to limit Supreme Court, espe- 
cially the Smith bill, H.R. 3, which would restrict 
court’s power to interpret federal law. 


Supports broad program to lead the free world in put- 
ting atomic power to widespread beneficial use. 
Supported prompt action as essential for equitable treat- 
ment for rail workers. 


Supports prompt action on Davis-Kerr bill (H R. 3460- 


S. 931). 


Asks adoption of airport authorization, public works 
legislation as current and stand-by anti-recession meas- 
ure. - 


Requests repeal of special tax relief granted to dividend 
income, repeal of excessive depletion allowances and 
increases in capital gains tax rates. 


. 


Asks modernization of Davis-Bacon Act to apply it to 
overtime, health insurance and other fringe benefits, as 
embodied in Humphrey-Roosevelt bill (S. 1119-H.R. 
4816). , 


Reaffirms historic support for mutual security program; 
asks adequate Development Loan Fund to help un- 
derdeveloped areas build basic facilities, 


Asks enactment of Johnston-Morrison. bill (S. 94-H.R. 
208). 


Supports enactment of federal loan program for con- 
struction of facilities. 


Supports federal program to alleviate growing tapiogs 
of physicians, 


Supports modification of discriminatory McCasran- 
Walter Act. 


Urged Senate to change Rule 22 to curb filibusters after 
extended debate. 


Urges enactment of federal legislation for the protec- 
tion of workers in atomic energy installations. 
‘ 


Senate. passed ices bill after adding 35 
améndments, many of them anti-labor; House hearings 
concluded, committee now in executive session. Ex-. 
pected to report a bill. 


Bill has passed both houses; conference committee con- 


sidering different versions. 


Bill passed by Senate; House committee has reported 
favorably, but bill is stalled in Rules Committee. 


House Ways and Means Committee has concluded 


hearings; no final action taken. 


Bill enacted into law. 


Senate euipiidines has concluded hearings; no action 


in House. 


House committee has reported bill authorizing $1.1 


_ billion in grants for each of 4 years; Senate hearings - 


concluded. 


Hearings concluded in both houses. 


Senate Labor Committee has appointed commission of 


experts to recommend T-H changes. Report expected 
to be ready for action in 1960. 


No action scheduled; House must act first, under con- 
stitutional provision requiring tax bills to originate there. 
No Ways and Means Committee hearings set. 


H.R. 3 cleared for floor action by House Rules Com- 
mittee. 


Bill authorizing moderate progress reported by com- 


’ mittee. 


Bill was passed and signed into law. 


Bill passed House; Senate hearings in progress. 


, 


Multi-million dollar airport aid bill passed by both 
houses; in conference committee. 


Bill for taxation of life insurance companies passed 
both houses; now in conference committee; no action 
on other tax loopholes. 


No action in either house. 


Bill reported by House committee; Senate hearings con- 
cluded. 


Senate hearings concluded. 
No action by either house. 
No action by either house. 


Senate hearings delayed. 


Senate adopted modest rule change providing limited 
imaprovensnit. 


~ 


Sentinns concluded. 
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Frustration in Congress “ 


"[ HE BURST OF ENERGY and determination to enact a pro- 
gressive legislation program that marked the opening weeks of 
the 86th Congress has been dissipated and replaced by drift and 
indecision. . : 34 nate 24. eee 
The heavy Democratic majorities in both houses, the new young 
faces replacing diehard conservatives and reactionaries and the 
“victory for liberalism” spirit that dominated the eafly stages of 
the congressional sessions have been frustrated by a President who 
is exploiting every last ounce of mythology in the “inflation” and 
“spending” issues. 
Uncertain on how to handle the presidentially-imposed issues in 
light of the 1960 elections and worried by the White House threats 
to veto “spending” bills, the Democratic majorities are still search- 
ing for answers. 

Meanwhile, in almost six months critically needed social wel-— 
fare and economic legislation has failed to clear Congress—tlegis- 
lation that forms the backbone of the Democratic program. The 
still potent conservative Democratic-Old Guard GOP coalition is 
undoubtedly responsible for a major share of this lag. 


When the Democratic leadership decides to challenge the Presi- 
dent directly on the “inflation” and “spending” issues, exposing 
them as a shallow and narrow approach to the grave problems fac- 
ing the nation, the drift and indecision can be replaced with a 
dynamic program that will carry out the mandate of the November 
elections. 


Tisht-Fisted Payoff 


ITH THE PRESIDENT’S PROPOSAL to abolish the interest 
rate ceiling on marketable government bonds the Administra- 


. tion’s financial chickens have come home to roost. 


The Administration’s tight-money policy, which has put the 
squeeze on consumers, small businessmen and state and local gov- 
ernments, has created a situation where the government is having 
trouble selling its own bonds because it doesn’t pay enough interest. 


The President’s solution is the equivalent of a man painting 


himself into a corner of a room and then yelling for an axe to|' 
‘chop a hole in the wall. 


A Graduation Gift 


HE 1959 GRADUATE leaving the classroom for the office, 

the laboratory or the factory will encounter a new world of 
wages, hours and fringe benefits. The key to understanding this 
new world is the union membership card. 

American trade unions are directly responsible for the decent 
wages, reasonable hours, health and welfare plans, pensions, vaca- 
tions, holidays and numerous other benefits that are integral ele- 
ments in the nation’s industrial and business world. 


These benefits have been established by generations of American 
workers who believed that how much a man earns, how long he 
works, the safety and comfort of his work place and scores of other 
conditions should be decided jointly by-an organization represent- 
ing workers—a union—and the employer. 


This is the graduation gift of the trade union movement to the 
1959 graduates—a gift of dignity, self-respect and a standard of 
living in keeping with the democratic achievements of America, 
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The Time fo Act is Now: 


Lessons of Past 3 Recessions 


INCE WORLD WAR II we have suffered The Woytinskys offer a seven-point program 
through three recessions. The cost has been which, they believe, will provide a blueprint for 
heavy—in lost production, retarded growth, un- timely and effective action a 
employment and in degrading human misery. In brief it includes: 

A recent study by two eminent economists, : F 
W. S. and E. S. Woytinsky, estimates that the PR ter ge gst oe comamattee to " udy 
three recessions—1948-49, 1953-54 and 1957- ang their impact on the ecenume aaa woe 
58—meant a direct loss in national production ansion. P ri See ee 
of $113 billion. The indirect loss in retarded P 


economic growth reached the staggering sum of 2—Amending the Employment Act of 1946 
$300 billion over the 12-year period. to provide for utilizing the Council of Economie 
The Woytinskys’ study, “Lessons of the Reces- Advisers to warn of economic dangers, keep the 
sions,” has been published by Public Affairs In- nation informed about trends and exercise con- 
stitute. trol over anti-recession measures. 


The authors are convinced that these critical + a’ 
periods of economic downturns can be pre- Pea. pol oP ap vals pig ioe lanes 
vented—if we plan and start acting immediately. application. . 

THEY CONCLUDE THAT the next reces- ~ 
sion is scheduled about 1961 or 1962. But if 
we can profit by the lessons of the past we can 
avoid it. The 1957-58 recession provides some 
examples.. The Woytinskys believe that inaction ; 
on the part of the Eisenhower Administration al- 5—Prepare in advance and keep ready to go 
lowed the recession to fall to far more disastrous where and when needed sound public works 
depths than necessary. They point out: 

“Of all government ‘agencies, the Federal &t¢-, to be started on short notice. 
Reserve Board alone was prepared to meet the 
recession. All other agencies were unprepared 
for prompt action. Moreover, the Administra- tion and industrial peace. 
tion was not enthusiastic about undertaking any- 
thing to provide jobs for the unemployed, least 7—Check the danger of a further rise in um 
of all to take measures which might cost money. ¢©™ployment. Cut down and eventually elimi- 

“When it ultimately agreed to act, the meas- nate the accumulated hard core of unemploy 
ures it took came too late and were pathetically ment. 5 


inadequate. Public opinion and Congress de- DR. W : . 
manded action, however, and to satisfy them, the authority om pect eo Preccers. 


government announced a long list of measures ine lab 
under the heading of anti-recession policy. Apt a Be pes vsdioge bys gels oak ews oy 


4—Take steps to assure steady income to all 
economic groups at the earliest sign of a reces- 
sion and when private activity contracts, provide 
for immediate expansion of public works. 


6—Support anti-recession measures by em 
couraging private initiative and fostering educa 


had been decided upon before the outbreak of Without loss of take-home pay or raising of the 
the recession and others did not become effective cost of living. 

until after the upturn of business. With few ex- ‘ He notes that the equilibrium between the de- 
ceptions, the anti-recession policies of the federal mand for labor and the supply of labor can hard- 
government were as irrelevant to checking the ly be restored without adjustment in hours of 
economic setback as it would be to hose the lawn work, in conformity with technological changes 
for Civil defense during an atom bomb attack om occurring since 1939, when the last general na- 
a city.” : ~ tionwide adjustment in the workweek was: cat 


too little and too late. Window), , ae 


Can Help Avoid 1961-62 Slump 


gainst recessions, 


projects such as highways, schools, hospitals, 


“ACTUALLY, SOME OF THESE measures he offers a gradual, practical plan for doing so 


In sum and substance, the Administration did ried out. (Public Affairs Institute—Washingtoa - 
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Morgan Says: 


— 


Hope Ahead For Older Citizens 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 


broadcasts of Edward P, Morgan, ABC come * 


mentator sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen 
to Morgan over the ABC network a 
through Friday at 7 p. m., EST.) 


5 THERE ANYBODY who, ‘in érying to peer ~ 


into his Own private future, has not caught a 
glimpse of the emptiness of old age and then, 
with a secret shiver, quickly turned away? The 
insurance ads tell how the twilight of life can be 
warmly tinted with the sunset of a carefully fi- 
nanced retirement, and so . 
it can for some, but one of 
the bleaker truths of the 
American dream, is our 
cruel neglect of the aged. 

In the United States. to- 
day there are 15.5 million 
persons—nearly a tenth of 
the total population — who 
are 65 or over. Thanks to 
medical and other improve- 
ments Americans are living 
longer lives though not nec- 
essarily happier ones. Sixty percent of that 65- 
or-over class—more than 9 million men and wom- 
en—have an average income of less than $1,000 
a year. 

' The time has come when the politicians are 
going to have to give more consideration to these 
people than referring-to them gently as “senior 
citizens.” After all they can vote too. It is a 
little odd perhaps that some latter-day Dr. Town- 
send hasn’t yet come along to weld the oldsters 


Vandercook Says: 


s 


into a massive lobby. 


Fortunately, any such ex- 
ploitation may be forestalled if an incipient move 
in Congress and a more remote one in the execu- 
tive branch bear, as is hoped, serious fruit. 

Next week a brand new Senate subcommittee 
on the problems of the.aged and aging will be 
briefed during three days of public hearings in 
Washington by panels of experts in the fields of 
health, housing, employment, finances and gen- 
eral welfare of senior citizens. : 

AFTER THIS KICK-OFF the McNamara sub- 
committee—on a modest $85,000 budget—plans 
to hold hearings in various parts of the country. 
A staff, headed by a former consultant to the 
Council of State Governments, Sidney Spector, 
who is also an authority in political science and 
mental health, and Research Director Harold 
Sheppard, an industrial sociologist from Detroit’s 
Wayne University, will conduct investigations in 
homes for the aged, mental hospitals and other 
institutions and interview a wide variety of senior 
citizens all across the land. Their. timetable calls 
for a formal report with legislative recommenda- 
tions by January, 1960. Democrats are reportedly 
pleased with this sequence, not only because it 
may give a Democratic Congress a chance to come 
up with some positive measures on a problem 
that will be a growing issue in a presidential elec- 
tion year, but because the White House confer- 
ence on aging is not scheduled until January, 
196k. 

It may be one of the subcommittee’s ambitions 
to do the White- House conference’s work for it 
—a year ahead of time—but the field is vast and 
much needs to be done. 


4 


Foreign Aid Calls For Planning 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC com- 
mentator Sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen 


_ to Vandercook over the ABC network Monday 


through Friday at 10 p. m., EST.) 


7ERY FEW SERIOUS and informed men in or 
about the government of the U.S. believe that 
the immensely important—and immensely com- 
plicated—U.S. foreign aid program should be 
brought up to be hacked at, picked at and dis- 
cussed every single year. There are few projects 
in either the military or the 
economic phases of our for- 
eign aid program which can 
be conceived and cartied to 
a conclusion within a 12- 
month period. Probably, 
there are none. 
Every project of the Mu-_ igs 
tual Assistance Program— 
whether the funds for it are 
loaned or given—is, under ca 
the present arrangement, 
therefore haunted by the Yeutenenek 
prospect that the golden fountain may be shut off 
before the project is completed. The administra- 
tors, both in Washington and in the field, natur- 
ally have a tendency to ask Congress for more 


funds than they may actually need; just to be on 


the safe side. 


Washington Reports: 


Ideally, as Sen. Fulbright has already proposed 
in the case of the Development Loan Fund— 
Congress should appropriate at one time a suffi- 


- cient sum to meet the expected needs of our for- 
eign aid program—now so vital a part of our for- 


eign policy—for a number of years ahead; with 
the understanding of course, that the Treasury 
would be called upon to supply those sums only 
as they were properly authorized and as the need 
for them, arose. But that plan appears to be 
doomed by its own simplicity. 


CONGRESS—with géod reason—is jealous of 
its powers of the purse. There is a not improper 
feeling that no one Congress—even in support of 
so sensible and so widely supported an under- 
taking as the foreign aid program—has a right, 
in money matters, to express this year the will 
of another Congress which will succeed it several 
years from now. So the annual debate, first in 
endless committee hearings, then in free-for-all 
discussions on the floors of Senate and the House, 
on precisely how much is to be spent in each 
cothing fiscal year on mutual assistance, will prob- 
ably go on-and on. 

You're apt to be_either 100 percent for some 
huge figure (without quite knowing what it rep- 
resents), or dead set against the points of view 
which should be more densely populated. For- 
eign aid, almost all rational folk agree, is going 
to be with us for a long time. 


Action at This Session Urged 
On Aid for Distressed Areas 


WO MEMBERS of the House, one a Demo- 
crat and the other a Republican, have urged 
action in this session of Congress to aid distressed 


» areas, 


“Even though unemployment has gone down 
Mationally, we nevertheless must aid areas that 
have a chronic depressed- unemployment situa- 
tion,” Rep. James G. Fulton (R-Pa.) declared on 


Washington Reports to the People, AFL-CIO © 


public service program, heard on 260 radio sta- 
tions. 


“There is a ‘tendency to relax and take it easy. 


when things begin going better in any field,” Rep. 
Ken Hechler (D.-W. Va.) commented. “We have 
a serious problem here and must not be lulled 
into complacency.” 

The Senate has passed an area redevelopment 
bill that would provide loans to construct new 
plants in depressed areas, train workers for new 


industries, aid communities in restoring economic 
health and aid distressed rural areas. The Presi- 
dent has asked a smaller program and last year 
vetoed a bipartisan bill as too large. 


“ABOUT 70 PERCENT of the population in 


West Virginia is in 14 labor market areas classi-|' 


fied as distressed,” Hechler said. 

Fulton said six major labor markets and 11 
smaller labor markets in Pennsylvania are de- 
pressed. He said Virginia has 21 depressed areas, 
Texas 29, Tennessee 54, as other examples of a 
nationwide situation. 

“This is a national responsibility,” Hechler said. 
He asserted that widespread chronic distress “is 
a black mark for democracy and the free world.” 

“It’s through an area redevelopment bill that 
communities and industry will be developed,” he 
added. 


ITS VOUR— 
WASHINGTON 
Willard 2 


OREGON’S GOV. MARK ‘HATFIELD, a Republican who 
shares Nelson Rockefeller’s distinction as. one of the few GOP 
“liberals” to upset Democratic incumbents last November, made a 
little Atlantic seaboard news recently by saying kind words for both 
Rockefeller and Henry Cabot Lodge, our United Nations ambas- 
sador, in East Coast speeches referring to the Republican presidential 
nomination. News from: Oregon suggests, that the “liberal” label 
on Hatfield is slightly ersatz, however ambitious the young man may 
be for the vice presidential spot on almost anybody’s ticket. 

The Oregon Labor Press reports that Hatfield has vetoed—with- 
out the courtesy of consultation with labor groups—nine bills passed 
‘by the legislature for the benefit of workers. 


He has “vetoed more good bills,” commented Edward J. 
Whelan, a member of the state House who is also executive - 
secretary of the Multnomah County Labor Council, than any other 
man to serve as Oregon’s governor. —__ 


“Employers no longer need to maintain lobbyists” in the state 
capital, said Whelan bitterly, when. they have the governor’s veto 
power “in the palm of their hand.” _ 

* * * 

ONE BILL would have given sawmill workers first claim on the 
assets of bankrupt employers—and a lot of small operators in the 
Northwest go bankrupt under the savage competition. Under the 
laws of almost every state, the wage claims of workers get preference 
in cases of business failure; the principle holds in Oregon for all — 
employes except those of sawmills. The “liberal” Hatfield killed the 
measure with a veto. 


Two bills would have protected Oregon small-time log-hauling 
operators from price-cutting competition by giant out-of-state com- — 
bines such as Georgia-Pacific Lumber Corp. They would have 
achieved this end by authorizing the Public Utilities Commissioner - 
to set minimum rates. Georgia-Pacific opposed the bills; Hatfield 
vetoed them. _ 

Another bill would have authorized occupational driver licenses 
for truck, bus and taxi drivers, to be used only during working 
hours. At present such workers lose their livelihood if their gen- 
eral driver licenses are suspended—and the Oregon Labor Press says 
that many licenses are suspended for a series of minor traffic viola- 
tions not involving serious law violations. Hatfield vetoed. 

A bill was passed authorizing limited collective_bargaining rights — 
for public employes, and Hatfield as a gubernatorial candidate last 
August had gone without invitation into a Fire Fighters convention 
and praised collective bargaining asthe only way public employes * 
could get improved salaries, status and working conditions. 

He vetoed the bill. Bargaining “cannot operate effectively in 
a governmental setting,” he proclaimed. — 

* Ld * 

THE INDECENT ABUSES of the government’s “security” pro- 
gram are certified in a footnote to a Supreme Court opinion in a 
decision stating that-for the second time the [nterior Dept. had 
improperly tried to fire an educator, William V. Vitarelli. 

Vitarelli worked in a “non-sefisitive” position, but he was hauled 
up on “security” charges. He was asked such questions as whether 
he thought “maybe Negroes and Jews are denied some of their 
constitutional rights at present.” If so, “in what way?” 

Witnesses against Vitarelli—nameless and faceless witnesses— 
were asked questions including these: “Was he careless with his 
language around the students or careful? . . . Did you consider 
Dr. Vitarelli as a religious man? . . . Was he an extremist on 
equality of races? ...” Did Vitarelli’s projects and activities 

“extend to the Negro population? . .. were there contacts with 

Negro groups, with Negro instructors, with Negro students and 
so on?” 

The court’s opinion concluded dryly: 

“It is not apparent how any of the above matters” could be 
deemed relevant to the question of whether Vitarelli’s employment 
by the government would be “consistent with national security.” 


AID TO DEPRESSED AREAS should be approved at this session 
of Congress despite improvement in the unemployment situation 
declared Rep. James G. Fulton (R-Pa.), left, and Rep. Ken Hechler 


(D-W. Va.) on Washington Reports. to the People, AFL-CIO public 
service radio program. 
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‘For Rubber Workers’ Wives: ay gee ces | — tL. Uc caseuane cae & 


oe ot eee 


ost-Graduate Course in Good Citizenship 


ADMIRING A STATUE honoring pioneer women in the Capitol, Mary Johnson, Janet Johnson and 
Mildred Goudy found time for sightseeing as well as meetings with senators and congressmen. It 
wasn’t a lobbying trip but auxiliary members reported they got into several “lively discussions” on 
such matters as minimum wage legislation. 


FORTY WIVES of Rubber Workers, who had completed a course 
on citizenship sponsored by URW Ladies’ Auxiliary chapters in 
Akron, O., raised funds and chartered a bus for a three-day post- 
graduate course in the nation’s capital. Three of the union wives, 
Rose Noble, Ruby Baker and Lucille Stephens, leave the AFL-CIO 
building after a tour and conferences with staff officials. 


c<«“ncevnrvwud 


ade mee ean lee OS UA CO 


URW STAFF MEMBERS, Fair : Practices Dir. James Turner, Edu- 
cation Dir. Joe Glazer and Assistant Education Dir. Bill Abbott, = 
brief Beatrice Warwood, Beatrice Ferguson and Jane Adams on VISITING ITALIAN EMBASSY, the URW wives listen attentively as an aide describes the opera- 
the schedule for a visit to the Capitol. The ladies sat in on com- tions of a diplomatic mission. At dinner the delegates met Sen. Stephen M. Young (D-O.) and Vice 
mittee hearings, met with congressmen and senators. Chairman Katie Louchheim of the Democratic National Committee. 


BLOCKS OF STONE removed to permit remodeling of the Capitol hold the THE SUPREME COURT was a highlight of the tour. URW wives lunched in 
interest of Nella McMullin, Velma Crane and Myra Watson. Also holding the the court building, then sat in on a session of the court. Leaving for the next stop, 
interest of the group was a dinner meeting with Rep. Joseph E. Karth (D-Minn.), to watch the House and Senate in session, are Thelma Gamble, Bessie Stallings, 
a former field representative of the Oil, Chemical & Atomic Workers, and a Mildred Ferguson, Bernice Mackus and Marjorie Twyford. By day’s end, the 
conference with their home-town congressman, Rep. William H. Ayres (R-O.). group was footsore but elated over seeing government in action, 
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Labor Urges New Plan: 


More Surplus Food. 
Asked for the Needy 


| ee Bob Cooney 
The AFL-CIO has called on Congress to enact a direct food- 
distribution program to rescue “the millions of American families 
who endure malnutrition and hunger.” 
Pres. Joseph A. Beirne of the Communications Werkers: chair- 
man of the AFL-CIO Community § Services Committee, told a Senate 


Agriculture subcommittee that the® 


country’s “tremendous food sur- 
pluses” should be used to provide 
a better diet. 

The Eisenhower Administration 
and the —American Farm Buréau 


Federation were conspicuously in| 


opposition as Republican and De- 
mocratic senators joined labor and 
other witnesses in support of bills 
to get more and a better variety 
of food to the needy now. | 

The bills, on which three days 
of hearings were held, would set 
up a food stamp plan to help the 
needy toward a balanced diet. ‘They 
would take surplus food distribu- 
tion out of the hands of Agricul- 
ture See. Ezra Taft Benson and aid 
local communities in getting bet- 
ter food to the needy. Admin- 
istration would be transferred to 
the Dept. of Health, Education & 
Welfare. 

“The needy should not be 
looked upon human recepta- 
cles into which surplus farm 
products are dumped without 
proper regard for a balariced 
diet,” Beirne said. 

Beirne and Sen. Hubert H. 
Humphrey (D-Minn.) agreed that 
the major complaint about the cur- 
rent food-for-the-needy program 
is that if Benson has surpluses of 
barley and rye grits and grain 
sorghums, then that’s what the 
needy get. 


Needs Ignored 
“If people need milk, they need 


milk” and not grits, said Hum-| 


phrey. 

Beirne said the AFL-CIO agrees 
with the Administration that sur- 
plus food disposal by the Agricul- 

ture Dept. is part of the price sup- 
port program. That’s why a prop- 
er welfare program is needed in 
the Dept. of Health, Education & 
Welfare and with foods selected 
to give the needy a balariced diet. 

Beirne pointed up the scope of 
the problem by noting that some 
5.7 million persons were receiving 
surplus foods early this year un- 
der the present inadequate pro- 
gram, with millions more in need, 
in labor’s opinion. And still this 
is not the best.answer, he added, 
in stating this perspective: 

“It is only because we have 


thus far failed to devise truly ade- 
quate systems of social insurance 
and cash public assistance, and 
even more importantly because 
we have failed to assure each 
American family income ade- 
quate-to dignified living, that we 
must look to food distribution 
systems to meet unfilled needs.” 

Other key witnesses made these 
points: 

@ Dir. Albert Whitehouse, AFL- 
CIO Industrial Union Dept., back- 
ed the major bill, S. 1884, intro- 
duced by Sen. John F. Kennedy 
(D-Mass. and 15 other sena- 
tors. 

He pointed out that one good 
reason’ for: taking the program 
away from Benson was the secre- 
tary’s action last year in allowing 
$83.5 million to go back to the 
Treasury when it could have been 


used to purchase food for some |. 
of the millions of jobless. 
@ UAW Sec.-Treas. Emil Mazey } 


also scorched Benson’s opposition 
to a welfare program as well as 
neglect in not processing peanuts, 
for example, into peanut butter for 
the needy.. Mazey said the tax- 
payers pay $1 billion a year to store 
surplus foods while 17 million peo- 
ple suffer from malnutrition. 

@ Pres. Miles C. Stanley of the 
West Virginia State AFL-CIO said 
thousands of West Virginians are 
subsisting on “molly grub,” a diet 
compounded from surplus foods. 
Over 300,000 people—15.3 per- 
cent of the state’s population— 
were receiving surplus food in 
March. 

@ Sen. George D. Aiken (R- 
Vt.), a subcommittee member, 
said the Administration’s tying of 
a $2.5 billion price tag on the 
food-stamp plan of which he is a 
co-sponsor is an effort “to scare 
the public.” Only $5 million 
would start the plan, he said. 

@® Sen. John Sherman Cooper 
(R-Ky.) said visits to eastern Ken- 
tucky convinced him that “it is a 
reality that people are in dire need 
and simply haven’t enough money 
to buy food.” 

Senators Kennedy, Stuart Sy- 
mington (D-Mo.) and Joseph S. 
Clark (D-Pa.). also testified in 


|favor of various food-stamp bills: 


POVERTY DESPITE PLENTY in America demands a direct food 
distribution program to help the needy, Chairman Joseph A. Beirne 
of the AFL-CIO Community Services Committee tells Senate Agri-|. 
culture subcommittee. Left to right are Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey 
(D-Minn.), Beirne, AFL-CIO Dept. of Social Security Dir. Nelson 
Cruikshank and Sen. B. Everett Jordan (D-N. C.), 


Meany Hits Exploiters 
Of Spanish-Speaking 


New York—The American labor movement needs and welcomes 
Spanish-speaking workers to its ranks because of what “they can 
do to help organized labor,” said AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
at a meeting of the Committee on Exploitation of the AFL-CIO 


Central Labor Council here. 


Delegates, officers and shop stew-®: 


ards of AFL-CIO unions with large 
Puerto Rican memberships attended 
the session. 

Purpose of the meeting was to 
intensify the battle against racket- 
eers who have infested some non- 
AFL-CIO unions and imposed 
“sweetheart” contracts upon work- 
ers by threats of force and through 
legal chicanery. Meany attacked 
“the conniving lawyers, bosses and 
racketeers who are working to- 
gether against workers.” 

Meany pointed out that the 
American labor movement has 
been spending money in South 
America, Africa and Europe to 
help workers strengthen their un- 
ions because the unorganized 
worker in an underdeveloped 
country “is a threat to the work- 
er with good conditions, and the 
organized worker has an intelli- 
gent, selfish interest in helping 
the unorganized.” 


He urged the delegates to tell 
their rank-and-file members that 
“the union is what they make it.” 


Hatters Ask Congress to Probe 
NLRB; Re-elect Rose and Lewis 


New York—A six-point indictment of the GOP-dominated National Labor Relations Board was 


voted by 300 delegates attending the Hatters, Cap & Millinery Workers’ convention. 


called for a congressional investigation of the NLRB. 
The NLRB, said the union declaration, has: 
e “Generally strained the law to the detriment of labor.” 


®@ Become “an agency that com-' 


plicates collective bargaining.” 

® “Overturned - long-established 
Tules.” . 
® “Disregarded precedents and 
interpretations favorable to labor.” 

@ “Delayed the processing of 
labor complaints while speeding 
employer-originated ,cases.” 

® Become an impediment to 
industrial peace.” 

The proposed investigation, the 
union resolution said, should make 
“recommendations for improve- 
ments in (NLRB) functioning in the, 
light of its ofiginal aims, and in the. 
method of determining its compo- 
ation. 

Earlier Pres, David Dubinsky of 
the Ladies’ Garment Workers 
lashed out at “phony liberals” and 
said it’s time they should be ex- 
posed, 


The union 


“It’s a free country,” he said. 
“Everybody has a right to be a 
reactionary, anti-labor and a union- 
buster. But let them not pose as 
liberals. Let them stay in Gals 
corners.” 

By implication, Dubinsky. was 
singling out as his targets the many 
directors of New York voluntary 


hospitals against whom an AFL- 


CIO union has been conducting a 
strike now in its second month. He 
also included im his target garment 
manufacturers who are fighting 
ILGWU demands. 


In other resolutions, the dele- 
gates called for establishment of 
a needle trades department in the 
AFL-CIO whose function would — 
be to coordinate garment work- . 
ers unions, including organiza- 
tion; establishment of a 35-hour 


week by law for the hat indus- 
try; withdrawal of federal tax 
exemption for bonds issued by 
municipalities, the proceeds of 
which are used to lure factories 
to move from unionized areas to 
open-shop communities. ~ 


Prof. Paul Hays of Columbia 
University, state chairman of the 
Liberal Party, said labor must be- 
come more politically aggressive, 
particulany against those forces 
fighting improved _ welfare and 
health legislation. 

The convention re-elected Alex 
Rose to a fourth three-year term as 
president and Marx Lewis as sec- 
retary. New vice presidents chosen 
were Edwin’ Erwin, Worcester, 
Mass.; John Kuliesh, Danbury, 
Conn., and Jesse Schienen, Balti- 
more, Md, 


The union, he said, can only do 
one thing—‘‘give the worker an in- 


strumentality by which he can do} 


something for himself.” 

Other speakers were Harry Van 
Arsdale, Jr., Central Labor Council 
president, and Paul Jennings, Ex- 
ploitation Committee chairman. 


Regi ion 
egistration 
e ' ee: x 
Drive Set in 
. e oe? 
Philadelphia 

Philadelphia — Organized labor 
here ‘has launched its “greatest 
registration campaign ever.” The 
goal: 50,000 more names on the ~ 
eligible voters’ ‘lists. 

The joint drive was announced 
by Edward F. Toohey, director of 
Labor’s League for Political Edu- 
cation, AFL, and Joseph T. Kel- 
ley, chairman, CIO Political Ac- . 
tion Committee. 

They. explained that the non- 
partisan campaign will ‘seek to. 
overcome an apathy which has 
cut registration.. Special commit- 
tees will look into the status of 
new citizens, recently-discharged 
veterans and new residents as well 
as those dropped from the rolls. 

“It is impossible to be a good 
trade unionist and, at the same 
time, be unregistered,” Toohey 
and Kelley said in pointing out 
the interests of organized labor. 


They said union members, part- 
ly due to their apathy, realize that 
gains of the past two decades have 
been cut into by punitive legisla- 
tion at all levels. Trade unions 
have become “a political punching . 
bag for enemies of trade union- 
ism,” they declared. 


Desegregation Report 
On UAW Radio Show. 


Detroit—A documentary report 
on school desegregation — The 
Fifth Year—was featured on the 
Auto Workers’ radio program, Eye 
Opener, on June 11. The UAW 
early morning broadcast is carried 
by 21 stations in 12 states. 

The documentary was written 
by Gene Broek and narrated by 
Guy Nunn. It was an adaptation 
of the American Jewish Commit- 
tee pamphlet, The Civil Rights 


Story, by Theodore Leskes. 


Illinois House Rejects 
Restriction on Picketing 


Springfield, I1l—A proposed new law seriously to restrict the 
right of labor unions to picket peacefully has been killed in the Ili- 


nois House of Representatives. 


The bill, supported by the Illinois State Chamber of Commerce 


and 78 other employer groups, 


picketing unless a majority of the’ 


employes in the picketed estab- 
lishment were “involved” in the 
controversy. 

In testimony before the House 
Industry and Labor Relations Com- 
mittee, Pres. Reuben G. Soder- 
strom, of the Illinois AFL-CIO, 
said the bill would violate the con- 
stitutional guarantee of free 
speech. 

The committee voted 22 to 18 
to recommend disapproval of the 
bill. ‘The recommendation was 
sustained 93 to 63 in a roll call 
vote. 

The state labor federation was 
irritatéd by charges made in the 
daily press during the considera- 
tion of the bill that labor in 1957 
had asked for a chance to “clean 
its own house” and had failed to 
do so. 

“Since that time,” Soderstrom 
said, “the Laundry Workers, the 
Bakery & Confectionery Workers 
and the Teamsters have been ex- 
pelled. by the AFL-CIO. A code 
of ethics has -been adopted. 

“Has any other comparable 
organization expelled any of its 
affiliates for violating ethical 
practices in the field of labor- 
management? Has the associa- 
tion of manufacturers, or. the 
Chamber of Commerce, for ex- 
ample, expelled or even repri- 
manded any of its affiliated 
corporations for dealing with 
those charged with having sup- 
plied wholeale union-busting 
services to companies through- 
out Illinois and the nation?~ 
Quite the contrary. 


; 


would have prohibited peaceful 


“They have done nothing of im- 
portance to clean up the corrup- 
tion in the ranks of business. No 
other comparable organization has 
done as much as the labor move- 
ment to enforce a code of ethical 
practices upon its affiliates.” 


e 
Pilots Award 
oe e 
Fellowship in 
~¢ - =. 

Air Medicine 

Chicago—Dr. Arvin J. Klein, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., a flight-surgeon 
at Bergstrom (Tex.) Air Force 
Base, has been named winner of 
the second fellowship in civil avia- 
tion medicine sponsored by the Air 
Line Pilots. | 

He will begin his. studies July 1 
at the Ohio State University School 
of: Graduate Medicine. : 

Dr. William A. Jones, the first 
fellow, is just completing his work. 
A former pilot, he will soon be- 
come:a resident assistant in the At- - 
lantic Div. of Pan American 
World Airways. 
. ALPA Pres. C. N. Sayen said 
the union’s sponsorship of the fel- 
lowship is part of its comprehen- 
sive program in the field of health 
and physical standards. . An- un- 
usual feature is that the fellow-~ 
ship is being underwritten jointly 


by the ALPA, which pays $5,200 


of the annual-cost, and by a pilot 
who is paying $2,000 with a re- 


-|quest that he remain’ anonymous. 
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A COMMON GOAL of improved living and working conditions is found among free unions of 
both West and East, it was agreed at a seminar held in Florence, Italy, by the Intl. Confederation 
of Free Trade Unions and supported by the United Nations Educational, Scientific & Cultural Or- 
ganization. Shown at one of the sessions, left to right on far side of table, are MacDonald Moses 
of the British West Indies; B. C.-Bhagvati of the Indian National Trade Unien Congress; Vice Pres. 
William C. McGovern of the Railway Clerks; Mrs. Ziona Meyer of Histadrut, the Israeli labor 
federation; Executive Vice Pres. Harry Sayre of the Papermakers & Paperworkers. 


Liberties, Abolition of Poverty 


Held Twin Goals Still To Be Won 


Geneva—tThe abolition of want coupled with security of human liberties are twin goals which 
remain to be won, Rudy Faupl, U. S. worker delegate, told the 43rd session of the Intl. Labor Or- 


ganization. 


Faupl, backed by a delegation of nine American worker advisers at the three-week conference 
of the 80-nation ILO, urged the 1,000 representatives of governments, employers and labor to 


work for “an “international soci-® 


ety in which increased material 
benefits will enhance and not sup- 
press the dignity of the human 
personality.” 

The defeat of Naziism did not 
end oppression and _ injustice, 
Eaupl recalled. 

“In vast areas of the world eco- 
nomic advance may have been 
rapid but there has been no evi- 
dence of individual freedom,” he 
said. 

The economies of the Soviet 
Union and Communist China, he 
said, are “dominated by military 
purposes, and the workers who 
man their industries and their agri- 
culture are not free to speak their 
minds, change their jobs, or or- 
ganize or strike to improve their 
lot.” 

Foreign Ministers Meet 

Addressing the conference in 
the huge assembly hall of the 
Palace of Nations, where the Big 
Four foreign ministers were dis- 
cussing two floors below the fate 
of Berlin, Faupl called on the ILO 
to “rededicate itself to the cause 
of freedom and justice every- 
where.” 

“The ILO must pursue the 
facts impartially and disclose to 
the world every instance of sup- 
pression of freedom whérever it 
may be found,” he said. “For 
the ILO to do less would be to. 
cv in its most important mis- 


‘Faupl, an international repre- 
sentative of the Machinists, wel- 
comed the increasing emphasis 
placed by the ILO on its program 
of workers’ education to help 
spread the fundamental precepts 
of democracy and social justice. In 
this way, he added, “increasing 
numbers of trade unionists all over 
the world will become the ever. 
watchful guardians of their »wn 
liberties.” 

The American worker delegate 
pledged continued AFL-CIO sup- 
port for programs of aid to the 
underdeveloped countries. 


“We feel,” he said, “a particu- 
larly keen responsibility to the 
hundreds of millions of ‘people | 
in the newly  industrializing 
countries who are engaged in a 
revolutionary struggle to wipe 
out the age-old burdens of poy-- 
erty, disease and illiteracy.” 


Nikita S. Khrushchev, boss of 
the Communist world, sent the icy 
chill of the cold war into ILO 
councils in a message complaining 
about alleged discrimination against 
delegates from what he calls the 
“Socialist countries.” __ 

Khrushchev’s Note 

Khrushchev is rankled by the 
eviction last year, with the help 
of a strong push by the free work- 
ers, of the entire Hungarian dele- 
gation. 

“The rights of some delegates 


Penny Singleton to Tilt 
With 4 for AGVA Post 


The American Guild of Variety Artists wound up its 12th annual 
convention in Washington by nominating a long slate of candidates 


to run for office this summer. 


Actress Penny Singleton, incumbent president of the 13,000- 
member union, was one of five nominated for the AGVA presi- 


dency. 
Roger Raboid, Joey Adams, Bobby 
Fay and former Pres. Gus Van. 

A factional fight over financing 
of the union’s year-old home for 
retired workers, which flared up 
during the convention, is expected 
to be an issue in the election. 

Election of all officers—who in- 
clude three vice presidents, record- 
ing secretary and treasurer, as well 
as president—will be conducted in 
a mail poll of the union’s member- 

ip during July and August. 
Tabulation of the ballots will be 
done under supervision of the 
Honest Ballot Association, with 
new officers scheduled to be in- 
stalled in October. 


Opposing her will be® 


Before winding up its four days 
of sessions at Washington’s Ra- 
leigh Hotel, the union approved 
a resolution calling for abolition 
of the present 20 percent federal 
cabaret tax. The tax has been 

’ blamed by the union for the fact 
that thousands of its members are 
without work. 

Following the convention, the 
union’s national board met for 


two days, during which time it 
voted to increase initiation fees 
from the present levels of $100 
for principals and $50 for chorus 
members to $150 and $75, respec- 


tively. 


and even entire delegations ... 
were violated as a result of the 
pressure exerted by certain groups,” 
he said in a message read by the 
Soviet government delegate, Ivan 
Goroshkin. 


The. free workers were al- 
ready laying their plans again to 
bounce the Hungarian Commu- 
nists from the conference. The 
move was started by a complaint 
from the Intl. Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions challenging 
the validity of credentials i 
sued by the Russian-imposed 
Hungarian government. 


One of the main technical items 
is the completion of three interna- 
tional agreements on the conditions 
of work of fishermen. They deal 
with minimum age, medical ex- 
amination and articles of agree- 
ment. 


Court Bars 
Vote Count 
At Belock 


A federal judge has ordered the 
impounding of ballots in a National 
Labor Relations Board representa- 
tion election at Belock Instrument 
Corp., Long Island, N. Y. 

Judge Leo Rayfield in the U.S. 
District Court for Eastern New 
York, Brooklyn, ordered the action 


earlier by the Sheet Metal Workers, 
one of the parties to the election. 
Thirty-six hours before the vote, 
the court had issued a temporary 
restraining order barring the Elec- 


from campaigning at the~ plants, 


plans for the election. 


After a four-hour hearing, the 
jurist permitted the vote to take 
place but ordered that the ballots 
be impounded immediately pend- 

. img a further hearing on the 
question of issuing a permanent 
injunction against the TUE and 
NLRB. 


The AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 
cil, at its spring meeting in Wash- 
ington last month, upheld the rec- 
ommendation of David Cole, im- 
partial umpire, that the IVE vio- 
lated the AFL-CIO constitution ban 
against raiding and should withdraw 
from seeking representation rights 
at Belock, where the Sheet Metal 
Workers currently represent the 


on the uncounted ballots after lift- || 
ing a temporary injunction secured 


trical, Radio & Machine Workers |§ 


and ordering the NLRB to halt| 


Proposal by Hoffmann: 


breathing reality.” 


Practiced as a living 


With that declaration, Pres. Sal B. Hoffmann has asked the 32nqi 


convention of the Upholsterers, 
meeting here in a 10-day session, to 
draft a “charter of members’ 


~ | Tights”—a definitive declaration of 


the democratic rights-every union 
member enjoys. 

“Our union can .. . give public 
proof,” Hoffmann said, “that. the 
Senate bill of rights is a fraud and 
a libel by presenting as a typical 
example of trade union democracy 
a public documentation of the UIU 
charter of members’ rights, long 
since contained in the general laws 


-|of our union, as in those of most 


other unions. 

“This affirmative showing will 
expose and throw the lie back 
into the teeth of those who would 
seize on fraudulent excuses to 
emasculate our unions and 
shackle, if not destroy, trade un- 
jon power for social and eco- 
nomic good.” - 

Hoffmann proposed that UIU 
ask the AFL-CIO to adopt such a 
charter of rights for all trade un- 
ion members and that it be offered 
to those unions previously expelled 


or withdrawn for their acceptance 


and compliance. 


Appeal Board Reports 
Membership rights were also 
spotlighted in the report to the con- 
vention of the UIU appeal board, 
established in 1953 to hear mem- 
bers’ appeals from executive board 
decisions involving violation- of 
UIU law or policies. _ 
Archibald Cox, Harvard law pro- 
fessor and chairman of the appel- 


tion. - 

The undergraduate fad of beards 
or leotards and the rush of par- 
ents from “big cars with big fins 
to small cars with no fins” mark 
“conforming non-conformists”’ 
rather than people of independ- 
ence, he declared. He urged an 
end to another “tyranny,” that of 
“semantics” which substitutes 


late board, credited UIU With 
breaking the path in establishing 
impartial review boards. The Aut 
Worker and Grain Millers also haye 
set up public review boards. 
Union “reform” legislation 
drew fire from another direction, 
George W. Johns, secretary of ' 
the San Francisco Labor Coun. 
cil, speaking of Democratic Goy, 
Edmund G, Brown’s union “re. 
form” bill, told the convention; 

“In California we have waited 
long for a liberal, fair-to-labor, ag 
ministration and labor almost unan- 
imously felt it had achieved this 
end when a Democratic adminis 
tration was elected in Californig 
last November. We are again learn 
ing the bitter lesson here that the 
Democratic Party is not a labor 
party nor is it of one mind about 
labor legislation.” 

C. J. Haggerty, executive secre 
tary-treasurer of the California 
State AFL-CIO later added: 

- “The Democratic platform .in 
California is apparently designed to 
run on—not stand on. With only 
10 days remaining, not one piece 


‘Jof major legislation has aig 


the goverfior’s desk.” - 
Hoffmann Re-elected 


At mid-point, the convention re- 
turned Hoffmann. to office for his 
10th term. It also approved re 
vision of its executive board, sub- 
Stituting four. qperational vice pres 
idents for the former regional vice 
presidents. 


Beware of Catchwords, 


Connors Tells Grads 


New Bedford, Mass.—A beatnik is “a Babbitt with 5- o'clock 
shadow,” AFL-CIO Education Dir. John D. Connors told the grad- 
uating class of the New Bedford Institute of Technology in a com- 
mencement address in which he urged “genuine non-conformity.” 

His address followed his receipt of the honorary degree of doc 


tor of education from the institu-‘ 


catchwords for thought. 

Connors concluded by urging 
the graduates to continue to be 
students. 

“Analyze, distinguish, have the 
facts so that you can compare, 
read conservative and liberal pe- 
riodicals, keep and sharpen your 
habits of inquiry and study,” he 
advised. 


Swi 


Upholsterers Askedjta 
For ‘Rights’ Charter} 


San Francisco—Organized labor today faces the stern necessity 
of demonstrating, affirmatively and convincingly, that “democr 
in the active administration of (its) unions is 
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HONORARY DEGREE of doctor of education was conferred on 


AFL-CIO Education Dir. John D. Connors (right) at 59th com- 
mencement exercises of New Bedford, Mass., Institute of Tech- 
nology. At left is John Vertente, Jr., chairman of institute’s board of 
trustees and president of the city central labor body. Connors 


workers. 


‘| delivered commencement address to graduates, 
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Rail Bosses Hit for 
Attacks on Labor — 


_ | Buffalo—“High-salaried rail officials”. have launched a vicious 

SsityBitack on railroad labor “from their richly-feathered nests,” Pres. 
illiam A. Fleete of the Switchmen’s Union charged in a keynote 
jdress to the union’s 25th convention. He warned the carriers 
pat the union “will not be ee in” ’ by attempts to cut wages and |; 
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Switchmen’s Convention: © =" 


olish jobs. 


Although viewing 1959 as “a Jeu 
ied with serious problems” for 
jiroad workers, Fleete declared 
he union is in “far better shape 
p face up to problems than four 
jears ago.” He reported that mem- 
yrship has gone up in the past 


Pour years despite a 23 percent de- 


dine in railroad employment. 
Election of officers and consider- 
sion of several constitutional revi- 
jons, including a per capita tax 
increase, lay ahead for the 350 del- 
gates during the remainder of the 
busy week-long convention in the 
Hotel Statler Hilton. 


Unions Rej ck 
Rails’ Trick 3 
Bid for ‘Faets’ 


The presidents of the five rail- 
jad operating brotherhoods have 
rejected the suggestion of the As- 
sociation of American Railroads 
that they join in asking for ap- 
pintment of a presidential fact- 
finding commission to study work 
tules. 


“We believe it significant that 
you have completely ignored our 
contention that a complete study 
of the financial structure of our in- 
dustry must be included,” they 
wote AAR Pres. Daniel  P. 
Loomis, “as well as management 
practices which adversely affect 
the economic soundness of this 
important public service.” 

The letter was signed by the 
presidents of three AFL-CIO affili- 
ates—H. E. Gilbert of the Loco- 
motive Firemen & Enginemen, W. 
P, Kennedy of the*Railroad Train- 
men and W. A. Fleete of the 
Switchmen—and by Grand Chief 
Engineer Guy L. Brown of the 
Locomotive Engineers and Pres. 
J, A. Paddock of the Conductors. 


88795 


The five union officials accused 
the carriers of advancing the pro- 
posal as a maneuver in advance of 


The 20,000 member union main- 
tains its international headquarters 
in an office and apartment building 
which it owns here. 

A principal speaker at the con- 
vention, which marked the union’s 
65th anniversary, was George E. 
Leighty, chairman of the Railway 
Labor Executives Association. 

Leighty noted that the Switch- 
men and two other operating un- 
ions, the unaffiliated Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Engineers and the 
Order of Railway Conductors, have 
proposed a 12 percent wage in- 
crease effective Nov. 1. 


MAJOR HEALTH AND WELFARE issues wefe discussed by 400 


Massive Peril 


Pending legislation to: curb the. 
Supreme Court’s. powers by alter- 
ing the. relationships between. the 
federal and state governments is 
motivated by “resentment” at court 
decisions in the.civil rights -and 
civil liberties fields, the AFL-CIO 
has charged. 

In letters to all members of: the 
House, Legislative Dir. Andrew J. 
Biemiller called for defeat. of a 
bill .introduced by Rep. Howard 
W. Smith (D-Va.), on the ground 
that it would result in “substantial 
detriment” to the nation by ‘its pro- 
visions that the federal government 
cannot éxercise exclusive jurisdic-. 
i) tion in any field unless Congress ex-. 
pressly provides for federal su- 
premacy over state laws. 

The House Republican Policy 
1|Committee,. breaking openly with 
:|the Administration, formally en- 
dorsed the court-curbing measure. 


The ‘railroads, he said, have | international, state and local ynion representatives at fourth annual | The Justice Dept. had attacked the 
countered with “a fantastic de-| AFL-CIO National Conference on Community Services in Chicago. bill as “the most hazardous” legis- 


mand” that the workers take a‘15-| CSA event put particular stress on 


need for hospitals improving per-|!ation before Congress. 


cerit an hour pay cut. sonnel practices and raising wages for non-professional workers. Biemiller warned that the prin- 


The rail union spokesman ee 
clared that “railroad manage- | 4¢ Montreal Convention: 


ment seems clearly bent upon 
either forcing a strike or direct- 


ine ace on te nies | SOQLATETS 
He served notice that manage- 
ment “should «clearly realize that 


ciples embodied in the measure 
would apply “without distinction” 
to such divergent fields as crim- 
inal .law, interstate commerce 
B ack | p and labor relations legislation, as 
well as civil rights and civil lib- 
erties. 


the railroad workers are in no mood Strikin S L og gers cio pes re that’ 


to take any form of a wage cut 
or any lowering of their standards.” 


“Railway labor is going to make ’ ; ’ 
advances in 1959;" Leighty de- men’s and fishermen’s problems, 


principal motivation behind H. R. 


Montreal—Completing a week of constructive action on sea-|3.is reséntment at certain decisions 


the 9th biennial convention of |of the Supreme Court against seg- 


: F .|regation and for civil liberties. . . 

claveit’ the Seafarers Intl. Union as one of its final acts voted $5,000 ad. We are nak ik'gpentetion ith this 
Similar sentiments were expressed ditional aid to the striking Newfoundland loggers. The union had PP Ray 

by AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany previously given $5,000 and the Canadian District of the SIU an- 


Biemiller reiterated labor’s 


in a congratulatory telegram read to | Other $1,500. 
the Switchmen’s Convention, He| The delegates denounced ‘the 
wrote: strikebreaking activities of the 
“In spite of the important role Newfoundland government against 
Jabor has played in improving the the ? Woodworkers as re 
American economy, there remain| tactics of dictatorship” and “a di~ 
employers who would try to reward | rect threat - to ... democratic 
loyalty and years of service of| Tights. ...” 
trusted employes by cutting their Other action taken at the week 
wages. Labor certainly is not going |!0ng convention included the fol- 
to stand idly by and let greed for | !owing: 
greater profits wipe out the gains; @ Delegates vated strong criti- 
made for the working people.” cism of the Senate version of the 
At Monday’s opening session, | Kennedy-Ervin bill as calling for 
James A. Paddock, president of | federal and state interference in 
the Railway Conductors, told the |the internal affairs of unions; a 
delegates the “real motive be- |dangerous trend toward govern- 
hind railroad management’s | ment control of unions. 
‘featherbedding’ charges. is to @ Major oil companies were 


forthcoming negotiations. 


eliminate more jobs.” charged with “flagrant abuses” of 
tax laws as the delegates called for 


Boy Who Made Good [2% Sininion ot rite 


runaway-flag fleets. The delegates 


Comes Back for a Visit 3 m0 0S ai'm 


ports be carried on American-flag 


New York—A local boy who made good came back to the old| Ships. with the remaining 50 per- 
mighborhood the other day to talk about danger and hope in the cent on ships of legitimate mari- 


world outside. 


time nations. 


He was AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, recipient of the first @ Several government agencies, 


Guard and 
Labor Award of the Student Council of Samuel Gompers Vocational |. thems the Cosst " 
High School in the Bronx, 10% the Military Sea Transportation 


blocks from P. S. 29 where Meany 
had gone to public school as a boy, 

He told the student assembly that 
in the race for survival against the 
menace of “the godless ideology of 
communism,” it becomes ever more 
important that any young man or 
woman ‘who has “the natural apti- 
tude, desire and ability to advance” 
thould not be barred from oppdrtu- 
tity because of economic condi- 
tions at home. 

“No student should be lost, to 


America,” he said, “because he 


or his family haven’t any money, 
There should be an investment by 
our government for the benefit 
of-our ‘country and our future, 
The cold war we fight may, per+ 
haps, go on for many years and 
we must meet the challenge ‘in- 
herent in the build-up of Soviet 
military power.” 

He argued that in the susie 
between the free way of life and 
‘ommunism, skilled workers are 
ging to be more and more essen- 
tial, and the democratic system 


: ... | Service, were criticized for imping- 
ng bang per et pores ing on the rights of civilian union 
tion. seamen, 

The trade union movement, he| _ © In the domestic shipping area, 
continued, offers “a greater oppor- the convention charged the Inter- 
tunity’than any other system de- state Commerce Commission with 
vised by man for people to advance favoring railroads over domestic 
their material:and cultural aims.” | Shipping, with the result that the 

“The American labor move- |9°Mestic shipping fleet has been 
ment,” he declared, “wants to virtually destroyed. 
preserve this system, democracy, @In the fish and cannery field, 
because only under a democratic | the delegates took note of the 
system can. there be free trade | “runaway” fish cannery problem 
unions.” t and voted action to bring these 

‘The Gompets ema citation | plants up to union standards pre- 
praised Meany for having “contrib- vailing on the West Coast. 
uted appreciably to the advance-| The convention went on record 
ment of the working men of our|to continue SIU participation in 
nation within whose ranks the|the drive against “runaway-flag” 
Gompers graduates are counted in| shipping, along with other Ameri- 
ever-increasing numbers.” can maritime unions and unions 


“It further asserted that “no one|in the Intl. Transportworkers Fed-| 


has more strongly supported the | eration. 

concept of the dignity of labor and| Speakers at the week-long ses- 
has fought more diligently for the|sions included Peter McGavin, 
integrity and honesty-of its mem-|representing AFL-CIO Pres. 
bers and its leaders than the recipi-|George Meany; Claude Jodoin, 


“| gress; Frank Hall, president, Rail-| stand, expressed over the past 
way Clerks in Canada and Fer-| five years, that Congress should 
nando Sierra Berdacia, secretary of | approach any readjustment of re- 
labor of Puerto.Rico. spective federal-state responsibil- 
The convention re-elected Paul| ities through “appropriate amend- 
Hall, president of the SIU; John| ments” to existing laws in ques-.., 
Hawk, secretary-treasurer and Mor-| tion, rather than through sweep- 
ris Weisberger, first vice president.! img measures of this character. 


FTC Examiner Proposes 
Crackdown on ‘Spotlight’ 


A Federal Trade Commission examiner has issued an 
order which would stop Ernest M. High, publisher of “The 
Spotlight,” from making false claims to secure ads and print- 
ing unauthorized advertisements. 

Examiner John P. Poindexter ruled that these unfair prac- 
tices have “subjected firms and individuals to harassment, 
intimidation and unlawful demands for payment of non-exist- 
ent debt.” , 

The FTC said the examiner’s ruling is not fingl and may be 
appealed. 

“The Spotlight” is published once or twice a month as the 
organ of the American Federation of State, County & Munici- 
pal Employes under a contract under which High pays all 
publication expenses and is given the exclusive right to obtain 
advertising, retaining 45 percent of the advertising space in 
each issue. 

The union has filed suit in New York State Supreme Court 
to rescind the contract. Gordon W. Chapman,. AFSCME 
secretary-treasurer, said the union “is gratified” by the ruling, 
adding: | 

“The labor movement in general and our international 
union in particular are anxious to see an end to noxious ad- 
vertising practices by solicitors for labor papers as described 
by the hearing examiner’s order.” 

The examiner found that most of High’s advertising is 
solicited by long-distance telephone by five salesmen oper- 
ating in a single room—“the typical ‘boiler-room’ type of 
high-pressure selling.” 

About 21 persons who had been solicited appeared as wit- 
nesses and testified they refused to place advertisements and 
so advised the salesmen. Despite this, said Poindexter, High 
billed them for advertising and in some cases turned the un- 
authorized accounts over to his attorney, whe wrote: letters 
demanding payment. ; 

The examiner noted that evidence showed that “The Spot- 

light” is not affiliated with or endorsed by the AFL-CIO, as 
claimed, and that it is not distributed nationally but restricted 
to the New York City area. — 
- The Intl, Labor Press Association, which has played a key 
role in the fight on the racket press, channeled complaints 
seek “Aue Rpergeey te SEE, Seen ee le Oe ee 
and ruling. 


ent of our award this year.” president, Canadian Labor Con- 
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McClellan Demands 


House Begins Drafting Labor Measurd | 


Harsh Amendments 


(Continued from Page 1) 
fight on corruptionists both in 
management and unions. 

Before the House committee as 
it began sessions on its own “re- 
form” proposals were bills identi- 
cal to the Kennedy-Ervin bill, en- 
dorsed with minor reservations by 


Hayes Likens NAM, 
C of C to Red Chiefs 


Columbus, O.—The Na- 
tional Association of Manu- 
facturers and the U. S. Cham- 
ber of Commerce, represent- 
ing the corporate power of 
America, are masking their 
campaign for restrictive anti- 
union laws behind the smoke- 
screen of workers’ rights, 
Machinists’ Pres. Al Hayes 
said in a speech at Ohio 
State University. 

“, . . it reminds me,” he 
added, “of Khrushchev and 
Ulbricht (the Premier of: 
East Germany) pleading for 
the rights of Western Ger- 
many.” 


the AFL-CIO as it emerged from 
the Senate Labor Committee, and 
by Rep. Graham Barden (D-N. C.) 
and Rep. Carroll Kearns (R-Pa.). 


Carey Hits Barden 

Meany criticized the Barden bills 
in House testimony earlier in the 
session and more recently assailed 
a new Kearns bill, offered as the 
Pennsylvania Republican in effect 
renounced his own sponsorship of 
the Administration proposals of 
Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell. » 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. James B. 
Carey, testifying as president of the 
Intl. Union of. Electrical, Radio & 
Machine Workers, warned the 
committee that the Barden bills 


would “take us a long way .down 
the road to the extinction of the 
‘free labor movement.” 
- The Teamsters; unaffiliated since 
expulsion from the AFL-CIO in 
December 1957, belatedly sent wit- 
nesses to offer its own legislation 
“reform” proposals after Pres. 
James R. Hoffa previously had said 
he wanted no legislation whatever. 
- “Get Rid of Characters’ _ 
“Until you get rid of the char- 
acters that appeared before the 
McClellan committee, We are going 
to have to pass reform legislation,” 
commented Rep. William H. Ayres 


| (R-O.) to Sidney Zagri, Teamsters 


legislative representative. 


The position of the Adminis- 
tration on the McClellan “bill of 
rights” remained publicly con- 
fused as Mitchell denied any “dif- 
ference of opinion” with Pres. 
Eisenhower but refused to re- 
iterate his opposition to the meas- 
ure the President has_ twice 
‘praised in press conferences. 


Carey warned the House com- 
mittee against “those who come 
beating their breasts in alleged de- 
fense of the lowly union member.” 
They are the “same people who 
want to deprive unions of the 
means to provide these members 
with effective union representa- 
tion,” he said. 

He labeled as “demonstrably 
false” charges that unions were too 
strong and pointed to great sections 
of industry in which the struggle 
to organize and retain unions is 
“intense and bitter.” 

The AFL-CIO had no comment 
on the last-minute TeamSters’ en- 
dorsement of some kind of labor- 
management legislation. A spokes- 
man pointed out that the AFL-CIO 
had been forced to expel the Team- 
sters for corruption. 


‘Bill of Rights’ Rift With 
Ike Denied by Mitchell 


Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell has left uncertain the Administra- 
tion’s position on the McClellan so-called “bill of rights,” but has 
vigorously denied any “major difference of opinion” between him- 
self and Pres. Eisenhower on the issue. 

Questioned at his June 9 press conference about an apparent 


clash between Eisenhower and him-> 


self over the amendment introduced 
by Sen. John L. McClellan, (D- 
Ark.) and saddled on the Kennedy- 
Ervin labor bill on the Senate 
floor, Mitchell said “It is the sub- 
stance, not the label, we-should look 
at.” 

Here is the chronology of Ad- 
ministration statements: 

At his Apr. 29 press-conference, 
Eisenhower called the original Mc- 
Clelian. amendment “a very fine 
thing,” and was critical of Senate 
changes in sOme of the amend- 
ment’s harsher provisions. 

On May 12 in Miami Beach, 
Fla., Mitchell reminded reporters 
he had opposed McClellan-type bills 
before House Labor subcommittees. 
He said he “couldn’t understand” 
what the amendment now meant, 
termed it “unnecessary,” and added, 
“I would rather see the bill with- 
out it.” 

Questioned about the Presi- 
dent’s Apr. 29 statement, Mitch- 
ell then said: “I don’t think the 
President was praising the origi- 
nal ‘bill of rights’.” 

At his June 3 press conference, 
Eisenhower reiterated that the Mc- 
Clellan amendment “is one of the 
things I approved of. I was sorry to 
see it watered down.” 

Six days later, Mitchell declared, 
“The President and I agree that 
the objectives of the ‘bill of rights’ 
are sound.” 


He declined to say directly if 
he favored retention of the 
amendment, stating: “I am not 
going to comment on details of 
a bill while the House is con- 
sidering it. I hope the House will 
produce legislation along the 
lines of the Administration’s pro- 
posals.” 

Mitchell also said he favored leg- 
islation that would not “directly 
inject the government into the in- 
ternal affairs of unions’—an argu- 
ment he had used in House testi- 
mony in opposing McClellan- -type 
legislation. 

His office later distributed a state- 
ment that said: “Ihe Administra- 
tion’s bill does not contain a ‘bill 
of rights’ which is designed in those 
terms. The bill as a whole, how- 
ever, could be termed a ‘bill of 
rights’.” 

On other subjects, Mitchell: 

@ Expressed the hope that Steel- 
workers’ negotiations with the basic 
steel industry would “produce a set- 
tlement which Mid not lead to a 
price increase.” He declined to 
discuss specifics, declaring it would 
be “improper” for a government 
Official to take any position during 
negotiations. 

@ Predicted that prices would 
hold “relatively steady” during the 
next four to six months, pointing 
out that the Consumer Price Index 
has remained fairly level recently. 


HONORED FOR HIS ROLE 
democratic” goals of organized labor, AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
is shown receiving honorary degree of doctor of laws from Boston 
College. Very Rev. Michael P. Walsh, S.J., president of the college, 
bestows degree. 


in furtheding the “honorable and 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Judge-Letts in minor matters and 
emphasized that the monitors 
should proceed “preferably” through 
consultation with and “efforts to 
obtain compliance” from Team- 
sters’ officials. 

The. court delayed  enter- 
img its formal “judgment” and 
invited the union and the moni- 
tors to “reach agreement upon a 
means of carrying out the deci- 
sions reached.” But it cancelled 
the stay of execution by which 
the union was excused from 
obeying Letts’ orders pending the 
appeal. 

The appellate court made the 
following rulings on Letts’ orders 
incorporating recommendations of 
the board of monitors: 

@ In regard to convicted ex- 
tortionist John J. McNamara, pres- 
ident of Local 295 and secretary- 
treasurer of Local 808, Hoffa 
“should exercise his full constitu- 
tional compliance” to get McNam- 
ara-to take a leave of absence pend- 
ing appeal and permit an audit of 
the Local 808 books. 

Proceed Against Brennan 


@ Proceedings for investigation 
and discipline should be launched 
against Owen (Bert) Brennan, in- 
ternational vice president and close 
Hoffa associate, on charges of mis- 
using the Michigan Conference of 
Teamsters Welfare Fund. 


(Continued from Page 1) - 
the name of E. M. Greb, a Kan- 
sas City businessman, with no 
other indication of sponsorship. 
Participants were told, in writing 
for hotel reservations, to merely 
refer to “the E. M. Greb meet- 


ing.” 
Local reporters were turned away 
by two “doorkeepers” — Ray 


Armstrong, who identified hifnself 
as a former minister of a Hutchi- 
son, Kans., church who is now em- 
ployed by the Kansas “right-to- 
work” organization, and William 
T. Jobe, Jr., identified as an at- 
torney for the U. S. Chamber of 
Commerce. 
No organization was identified 
as the sponsor of the conference, 


Court Tells Teamsters 


To ‘Clean Up’ Union 


Court Hits Schmidt's 
‘Conflict of Interest’ 


The U.S. Court of Appeals 
has held that a “conflict of 
interest” exists in connection 
with service of. Godfrey P. 
Schmidt on the Board of 
Monitors for the -Teamsters. 

The court held that the 
question of whether the “ob- 
vious” conflict is sufficient to 
disqualify Schmidt must be 
determined “initially” by Dis- 
trict Judge F. Dickinson Letts 
who appointed him. 


In view of charges of “pos- 
sible association” between Hoffa 
and Brennan, independent at- 
torneys should advise those bring- 
ing the charges. Hoffa and his 
colleagues should use “their full 
constitutional authority” to ob- 
tain an audit of the welfare fund. 

@ Audits, suspensions and pro- 

cedures generally following recom- 
mendations from the monitors 
should also be carried out in re- 
gard to Local 107, Philadelphia; 
trusteed Local 245, Springfield, 
Mo.; two Alaska locals; Glenn W. 
Smith “and H. L. Boling of Local 
315, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Backers of ‘Work’ Law 
Lick Wounds, Set Drive 


but invitations were sent out by 
the National Right to Work Com- 
mittee and several other cooper- 
ating groups. 

One topic for discussion was the 
use of the phrase “right-to-work,” 
to describe the union-busting laws. 
Reportedly, several “work” law ad- 
vocates feel that the “right-to- 
work” label has been thoroughly 
discredited in promoting the leg- 
islation. 

General chairman of ihe meet- 
ing was Jonathan C. Gibson of 
Chicago, vice president and gen- 
eral counsel of the Santa Fe Rail- 
road. Speakers included Clark 
McNeal, Republican floor leader 
of the lowa House of Representa- 


tives, 


)LL.D. Degreell 


=| of conviction and integrity to a pa 


@|the citation saluting Meany 
*|“his ringing affirmation of the daa 
i |nity of man delivered with sum 
5 | eloquence in our own councils 
: | throughout the world.” 


jof the three complainants wim 


Meany Givent 
fadtas Collegg 


Boston—Hailed as “the hum 
workman risen through sheer fom 


of unexampled influence in our gm 
ciety,” AFL-CIO Pres. Geom 


+|Meany has received an honorgm 


degree of doctor of laws from Bam 
ton College. : _ 
The Very Rev. Michael ; 
Walsh, S.J., president of the ¢ 
lege, bestowed the degree and re™ 


To understand Meany’s “greaim 
ness,” and “to appreciate the: 
wisdom of his stewardship,” 
the citation, “we must see the 
entire labor movement as a sem 
ond American Revolution, dedi 


ment of inalienable rights.” 

The college paid generous trig™ 
ute to “the honorable and denig™ 
cratic course labor has chos 
adding: 

“This has been an_ his 
achievement in America: the en 
gence of a free labor force in 
competitive society served by 
civic order equally concerned wi 
the welfare and prosperity of <l 
tal and labor.” 

The honorary degree to Meafi 
Msgr. Walsh said, was both a ti 
ute to the AFL-CIO preside nts 

“conviction and integrity” and a 
expression of Boston Collegg 
“confidence in the just —s 
free trade unions. . 
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TE a Tell 
House Charg@ 
‘Erroneous’ 


Ranking officials of the Plumb 
& Pipe Fitters have repudiaill 
charges by three members of Logg 
597, Chicago, of irregular elect 
and accounting -procedures. 
presented documentary evidence™™ 
label the accusations “not fac 
misleading and erroneous.’ 

Two subcommittees of the Holl 
Labor Committee heard the cha 


" 


Martin J. Ward, Plumbers’ asaam 
ant secretary-treasurer and forma 
business manager of Local 33am 
testified later rose from a faction 
“controversy” dating back to 193m 

Ward and Martin F. O’Donogilily 
offered evidence to show: 

@ Local elections ate condu¢ 
with complete democracy, with o 
federal judge supervising both Gm 
voting and the count of ballots.” 

@ Charges that a former 
official “embezzled” funds 
later was given a pension were 
true. The official ‘had used ful 
to speculate for his private pre 
but returned every penny to # 
local treasury in advance of 
posure. } 

@ The union sued to reco 
speculative i the official ma 
obtained a settlement, ousted 


Official, and he has never draw 
penny from the union since. 
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